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[ DESCRIPTION | i

CONDITION ‘ CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
 EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED —ORIGINAL SITE
A cooo —RUINS __ALTERED __MOVED DATE__
__FAIR _UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The City of Alton (1970 population: 39,700) lies cn the north tank of the Missiscsio ppi
Kiver, here flowing ncarly duc east, about equidistant betwsen St.louis, Mo., to the south
and tre mouth of the Illinois River, and just upstream from tte mouth of the Missouri,
Topographically, the arsa is quite varied, embracing river bottom, crecipitous bluffs and
hills cut by ravines and valleys of lessesr watercourses, and ridzes, and gradually shades
into high prairie back from the river., The so0il is gererally nuite fertile ané is underilain
by extensive ccal dernszits. Limestone -~ both of building quality and a srads suitable for
tha burmnzz.wf lime -- and sand are abundant. -he specific arsa of the Middletcwn Historic
District, on hizh rround directly east of the valley of the erstwhile Little Fiasa Creek,
is tO“ogra"ﬂlca’ly rather gentle -- though hardly level -- and shows marked variation cnly
c¢n the south, where the land quickly descends to the level of the river.

The Hiddletown ristoric District ircludes signiflcant rortions of the traditionnl
“iddletown and i.aterstown neizhborhecods, the former having developed out of the origiaal
town and the latter out of a very = dition, The actual -- and very irregular -~ boundary
estavlished primarilly on the basis of visual c¢ohasion and circumscribes those certicons
12 Lwo q="whﬂo¢hoo“u trat preserve an historic fabric indicative ¢f 129 Century Alton.
lstrict is not confinesi to thﬂ architectural magnificaace of street
he urper reaches of Henry and Liberty, but also includes mode
f the artisan classes, such as 4t east of Henry. Although tep

1sider Pd in determining the district's boundary, there i
relationsnip between the character of the land and tha
only was the highest i:cund commonly sought cut first, i
surstantial manner that has tended to preclude radical change
riicularly clear north of 5% Street, where the wasters boundary
irea visually, nearly parallels the 550' contour line for considerabiz s
w the line, early development app2ars to have been sparse and mincr -- and
r
i

4,
i

o)
o
~

f

4
r
3
3]

o
[¢]
P
[
f
T -

[RY e i ]
oF
]
it
o
s

=y
b,
‘s d

Yy

« O L
b
1
o
v
a
[

o
(4]

o}
@
L]
oo
o
b
D -

< Y oer 3
f‘a X
L5 e
4 or
b o Q

1 g
I3
Qo
or

he ex»aJt

o o
cr gy D
-

/A

ot
ot
w

<D
22 0
c
S ohs gl
v
o PN
)
s 1
g M

oL LM
oD ey
= er O
Qo
§]
]
1O
[+)
H
Ui

more recent structures --, while above it are found many of the dis
irest buildings. Cther sezments of the boundary reflect even more specif n
undary mirrors the commercial rature ol Breadway, which, further marrad by

intrusions, has preserved its older character in only a few specific bl

ave teen ineluded in the district, the "ajor exception being ths block

{ dge, which, wnile very fine, has been isolated by recent develcpments,

In the Hunterstown neighborhhod -~- southeast =f 7% and Penry and/or Iiberty -- much of the

irregularity is zaused by St.Jcseph's lospital orn 5th betwsen Cak and Cen,rdl, whosa

continuing expansion has not only effectively destroyed the immediate area but adversely

aifected adjacent blocks as well, In the same general Vicinity 7% Street itoelf, though

old, has neilper the stature nor continuity to warrant inclusion, Huch the sawe is true

of Union east of Liberty. Cn the west, the Market Street boundary reoflects the central

btusiness district immediately to the west, which, although quite intact and pleasant, is

g0 mzinly ty dint of the topography -- it lics in the narrow valley ¢f the former Little

riasa Creek between Middletown and Christian liill -- and not because of any irnate

architectural or historical values that would warrant inclusion. Tike area south of 6% from

Market to about Ceorge has been wczkened by several parking lots and its proximity to

the central business district -- the far western part may actually bte considered part of

the latter -- but the scale and quality of the remaininz older structures is such as to
outweiyh these deficiencies of continuity, Finolly, those bhlocks ¢f Alby iacluded north

of 6% are distinguishad by structures of both individual and collective strength, strengths

that disavppear just south of 9.
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Land use within the district is mainly residential or residential-related «« reli-
gicus, educational, park, ete. -~ and exclusively so north of 8t Street., Major commercial
uses are centared on Brocdway, with a secondary, pursly neighborhood commercial concen-
tration on Fidge. The arsa generally scuthwest of 5@ and George is the only part of the
disirict with a distinctly non-residential flavor. Clossz to the ceniral business district,

it has long been dominated by a number of public and semi-~public uses -- city hall, the
rest offize, gseveral churches, a high school, etc. -~ and is now somewhat marred bv a
rather heavy concentration of parxing lots. There are no industrial uses in the district
ani the only fzderal vrorerty seems to be the U.5.Fost Cffice at the northwest corner of
3rd and Alby.

The street pattern of the Middletown Historic District is governed by two razctarngular
Z7ids —- that of Alten's original plat (¥iddletown), alizzed along majer compass rpoints,
and that of Zussell or Huntar's Addition (Hunterstcown), running more nearly narallel to
ths north bank of the Misslssippl Hiver -- with the two intersecting Jjust east of Henry,
The regularity of these systems, thcugh, is breoken by deviations imposed ty the tomsgraghy,
dl”Oat cbscurad by the nearly constant rise and fall of tre land, ard even furither softened

Ly luxuriant vegeration., Another major factor contributing to the sirectscarve is the
vresance of numairous native limestone retaining walls, varying in height from a few inches
to several feet: cne such fall fer examprle, sigrificantly lessens the impact of the
district's wost prominent intrusion. Traffic within the district is mestly local in nature,

enry, Asby and 9® the most travelled thoroughfares. Ccnsistently heavy volume is
anco nnucr“d sly 3reoadway.
ve age SLT ural density in the gistrict is relatively low -- .81 sfructure/acre ——

frem one gpeciiic area to ancther. The greatest distinction -- in

, lataral distence, siting, street setback and height --- is between

nd Hunterstewn. Residentizlly, the former is generally mar
: set well apart and back from the street on relatively large

Aas 5
:14ulefown proper
moderate to large ,
lots, while the 12 istinguished by a higher ratio of 1-1}; story struztures of
ncdest scale, sei in clogse proximity and nearly up to the building line., The diflferernces
zan be best summarines einjs those hetween a middle and uzper class neigiborhood
Middletown -- and an artisan or working class neighborhcod -- funterstown -- as they

ted in the 19% Century. There are, however, certain features common to both neighbor-
: S. first, mo ¢ rec sidences are single- faﬂlly and detacked' second, the majoriiy are of

el
axi
o

Y
|49 tﬂ

“41 11mes»onc and the loca¢1y erdUCbO nrlcx -_; and, thlrd, there is relatively little
variation in scale, siting, etc., within each, thus rroducing strong, albeit different
relationships between buildings in both, The largest structures in the districi -~ rainly
churches and other semi-public and npublic buildings -~ rarely exceed three stories in
height and are almost all of masonry construction. Meczt arz lceated in the western part
of the district discussed above.

Of 653 siructures encompassed within the Middletown Historic Disirict, excluding
sarages and other incidental buildings, 153 have been evaluatecd as possessing stecial
architectural and/or historical significance and an additional 53 were photographed by
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the 1inois Historie Structures Survey. The character ol th e bacxground structures is
"enerul‘" guite strong and rany -- sbout 20% =-- rize nside rak iy above the level of

=2 CO

mers backzround, either through age or jualitiy or a ccmbination of both. This is parti-
cularly true of Hunterstown, most rotabis 28 an e cemnle relatively devoid of exceptionel
individual structures, in which slmost every building characteristic cf that ensemble's
- nnd class must be considered integral, regardless of how one would judge 3t
:“one. Maay of these -- as well as many of the background structures in

» -— are urnsuitzbly. sided, but, szince much of that siding is of an older
r as disruptive ror &s irreversible as it would be were it aluminium

d J
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b
R

:
if it stood ©
Middletown nr

specific

e
tyce, it is neith

2 dir g
steel or vinyl., Structures with intrusive force -- inciuding intrusively “Pmoﬁe}eu older
struciures -- mumver only 20, cr about %5 of all exifant structures. hon-intrasive recent
structures are exactly ejual in nusber, Botn figures are remarkazbly low and would irndiczale
thot extensive areas of the district arve virtual iy free of irtrusive or reacent tuildings,
which i indeed, the case. The single mosi rror rirent intrusicn in the district is the
mo ice muilding of the Altcn Zox Ccmpany cn 42 betwesn Alton and George -- i3
imnact waver, i3 alleviated by a megn ificent limestorns retaining wall, as praviously
menti

=i wnet of the architectural s es vomular in Zllin

worl are represented in the Middlelewn Fisteorice Dizirict
ey - t¥ese most fashionavle hefore 18290 are zest docunm
and 4 ity. "he eariizst structurss are all cazt in the iede
tzing aquite purs (imcluling N08.2,4,37,25,37 helow), while th
Wo.27 below iz parikaps thn ezt craructeristic) are Lovariably t
ig eytreraly wiisspreas, occurring in all marts ci thme distric inclusing b
20,70,%2-% talow), as is the .ueern Anna (ineluding Nos.2,10,13 helaws. Ine Greek evival
i i 17 noticeable o of its nearly compiete absences -- both in Lhe distric
and Al AL r examgles of any particular giyle smaam
ints o) ke result of early alterations, Lronsililor
the of ctu ] canros alweys be lighely digmissed. In :
Hiszoric nistrigt, such impure expra53ions &aro remirkapie in terms ol number, “unll'y, aﬁf
their very variciy: Federal-Greek (inciuding ﬁos; 11-12 below), Feieral-ltaliznate (inclu-
dinz No.l below), Greeir-Italisnate (nos.l%, 25 balow), i‘alxandfe-Tothir, Italianate-Reo-
Classical (inciuding Mo.29 below), italianate-.juecn Anne (very widespread, inclulding los.|
19,35 below,, and the hardly expected Jueen Anne-Classical wsevival.

Cf othrer siyles occurring in the dis trict, Classical wevival is the most widesnread
and significant (including Nos.22-4 below), wrile Gothic -~ bioth non- ~azrchaeslogical and

[
Revival =- is generally reszerved lor charches {insluding Nes.3l,36 below ). Hommnesque
b J s '
Tudor, and Renaissance Revivals (including ko.l5 helow), 3hingle 3tyle, and the Chateau-
esque are less prominent. The only 20t Century style represen und is the Prairie School,
-
W

r‘l
cccurring together with other, related parly modern attempts to escape historic models.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
N.3.: Architecture is the only area that applies for the district as a whole, Other areas

that may attach to specific sites should become clear from the dis:ussion of those
sites below.

The Middletown Historic District includes significant portions of the original town
vlat and an early addition of the City of Alton, one of the most zolorful ard prominent
places in the early history of the 3.ste of Illinois. Founded in 1817, Altcn long enter-
taineC hopes of supplanting St,louis as the metropolis of the Middie Fisszis ssippi Valley

4 n ok

and nearly ovarnkrupted the Iilinois Seate Bank in 1537 with incredibdle screowmes to realize
tiem, Cnce selectad azs the future site of the siate capital, the ciity wss zlsc one of the
2y centers in the abortive system of internal improvements that, ty 1240, had nearly
sankrupted Illinois itself, An apparent failure in the early 1340's, Alton revived in the
1Z50's and rrospered throush the Civil Wa» as one of Illinois' rost imporiant river rorts,
c¢zly te sink into stagnation whea szace returned. Health and vigor rose frem decline in
the 1&70's and aAlton, though hardly cen ent, assumed the important albeit secondary role
in the St.leuis meiropolitan area which it has yet to: relinguish.

every phase

“hat makes the riddletown Ristoric District so significant is that al-ost
elf, early homes
o

oI that checkerad history is visible in ithe extani streetscave. The plat iis:
cI men involved in the machinations of the 1830's, splendid tarcnial nal
rest~Civil War industrial and commercial magnates, streets marked by wa f
imrigrants in the 1840's and 1850's -~ these, and mors, combine in creatirg th
aimosphere of an important 19th Century city.

Architecturally, there are splendid examples cf most styles vpopular between 18320 and
90: pure rederal, Italiznate, “ueen Anne, Gothic, etc., and some intrizuing, pictur resgue
; ions. Streets such as 12% or Henry compound individual examples into conrlderable
unlnterr"cted excellence. Cthers, such as 4L zast of Henry, rciein the fesl
3y isan and immigrent classes virtually untouched sinze the last third
Seminary Sguare -- dominated by three homes, each a fine cxample of
% century's major styles (Federal, italianate, Jueen Anne) -- iz a remarkable

Hechanic Street. But, above 2ll, there is a fadvric to the district stating
nough with several voices, that this is Alton.
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HISTORY

The first Zuropzan settler on or near the present City of Alton wss l..on.;b]),r Jean
Japtiste Cardinal, who was reported living at Fiasa around 179 5 and who may have transferred
his c¢laim to one John Zdgar of Kaskaskia in 1795. There is also some 1nd*cation that the
french maintained a trading post until about 1307, but neither this nor Cardinal's
nomestead played a part in the development of the future city. Cther carly settlers -- none
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of whom took an active part in later growth -- were James Freuitt and James Stockden,

known to have been living on the bluffs in 152% and the discoverers of a spring at tre
vresent northeast corner of Broadway and Spring; and two men by the name of Frice and

Colter, who settled near that spring in 1810.

The history of Alton gua Alton begins in 1817, when it was laid cut by Col.Rufus
Zaston, who had first obtained land in the area in 1214, Col.Zaston, naming both the new
town and several of its streets after some of his children -~ Alton, George, Fenry, lLangdon
and Alby -- was of considerable prominence in the area, having served a2s St.leuis' first
rostrmaster (1803), and later playsd an important role in the early history of liissouri's
statehord, In Illirnois, his new town extended from Market on the west to Hernry on the
east and {rcm the river north to 2t 3treet -~ or roughly the southern half of the liddle-
town neighberhood, Dezpite ihe immedizate establishment of a ferry, Zaston's Alton did not
flourish and remained little more than a small collection of log c¢-bins near the ferry
house for several years subseguent,

In an almost simultaneous move, Joseph ¥eacham, who had founded Upper Alton in 1216-17,
sed a property known as ths Dates Farm and projected a town he called Alton-on-the-

surcha
Ziver. oxiending roughly from the river to S% and east from Hdenry to about Washingtorn, the
rroperty passed to Major Charies Hunter in 1818 and was laié out and platted by him in
1220 -~ hence, iHunierstown. Kaj.Hunter erected a substantial frame structure iz 1819,
hzeping it as a public house, but his efiorts proved no more successful, a2t 7irst, than
those of Cul.Xaston.

In 1821, 3eck's Zazeteer of Illinois and Missouri co=zmented that "iAlton, although
y2t small, possesses natural advantages rarely equaled.'" To a certain degree, it was the
spreading recogniticn cof these advantages that prevented Alton from flourishing during
the 1520's: they seduced a group of men led by such luminaries as Nininn Zdwards and
Yzthaniel Fopz into possession of a land claim disputing Zastoa's. Since the contest
spanned years, no clear titles could be had, and the town languished. An act of the State
legislature, 15 February 1G27, stipulating Alten as the site of Illinois' first state
cenitentiary and Govivdwards as cne of the commissioners to select the site was the first
irdication of a2 brighter fulure, By the time that rrisen was opened in 1833, ilton was
growirg by leaps and hounds,

Activity nactually began to increase in 1829, the year a Mr.bhintony arected ilton's

first industrial esteblishment, a steam saw-mill, and kad reached healthy proportions by
ﬂ‘

je
i
S

-
]

31331, In ¥arch of that year, the population totaled 170 and the signs of encrcaching
civilization irncluded 2 shoemakers, 2 brickmakers, and one apiece of steam saw-nills,
teef ard pork pacxking houses, carpenters, wagon makers, tarneries; coopers, brick mzsons,
steng masons, vlacksmiths, lawyers, tnverns and retail stores., By the fall of the yzar,
dilliam Marning had commnenced work on the erection of a steam flouring mill, the first
important manufactory in 4lton and the pioneer of one of the ¢ity's most significant
industries. iuilding lots sold during 1231 for from 20 to 100 dollars -- very low, but
under penalty of forfeiture if the buyer failed to erect a substantial building within
a year, which may help explain the many fine structures dating from the early 1230's --
but toward the end of Alton's initial boom, 1837, land necar the river was selling for
5007400 dellars a front foot and 'more retired situations” went for 25 to 100 dollars,
again ver foot.
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The t
same rerio
venturs to a najor commercial center and one of the principal cities in the state.

as a2 town in 1833, Alton was granted a city charter oa 21 July 3837. ropulation
ed 1,000 oy 12834 and was estimated tetween 2,000-2,50C (4,00C if one includes
en) at the time of incerporation (3t.Louis, by comparison, which Alton sought
surpass, rumbered 13,000 that same yezr), Those years, 133437, are psrhaps
stounding in the city's entire history, marxei as they are by two overriding
, to destroy rival 3t.louis and, themn, to assume the S5eat of zmpire in the west
the first efforts to promote Alton reached ition in 1234, when the Illircis
elected it as the future state capitzal. Ir , a state banx with capital

i office was lccated elsevhere,
lton, Thus alicnians =-
tarping the bank's
£ trat firm -- and presi-ent

berrow 500,000

remendous increase in land values, very similar to those in Chicago during the
4, is an exccllent indicator of Alton's transfoermeiion from a mincr speculative
Crgznized
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e in produce similar to Gediirey, Gi
linois Zxwperiing Company (incorrorate
0 , hemp and other agricultural product
mdaviukine, and the cnly one to ever actually tarxe up business, was the Alt

r
1

ead ~= and dcubiles. spswned
A
.

uronce Company, chartered 7 February 1236, Beni.Gilman, president.

7 -- destined to end Alton's dreams -- hepan well encugh. On 27 Februsry, the
islature passed the Act Tor a General Jystem of Irternal luprovements,

providing millions to widen rivers and build turnpikes and railroads, and envisioning

Galena, Cairo, Crhicago, and, of coursc, Alton as ths chief benelficiaries. Alton alone was

to bacoms the terminal of ihree railroads: the Southarn Cross extending to Mt.Carmel,

a second line connecting it to Shawneetown, and a third to intersect with the lentral

railread between Oalena and Cairo. The National ioad, then locate

was o cross the Mississippi at Alton, according to a formal regu

State Legislature. The yesar also saw Alton in cormmand of a larze proportion of the trade

of the Upper Mississippi and Illineis rivers, a position that was semewhat illusory,

leg

'S

bolsterod as it was by the lead and agricultural sichinstionz of Godfrey, Gilman and
rfriends, Those same machinations eventutlly failing, the cemmodities, which had been
purchised at prices inflated by 50-75% in order to strip St.Louis ol them, vere sold

"a+ a ruinous sacrifice.' And then came the Fanic of 1537. Followee ©y the murder of
Z1ijeh Lovejoy during a pro-slavery riot, 7 November 1837, leaving Alton with a very
black mark amongst the moneyed -- and abolitionist -- circles of the northeast. 1837 also
saw the State Legislature rescind its 183% decision and select Springfield as the state
canital. Although the Internal Improvements Act was not repealed until 1EHO -- with
T1linois on Lhe brink of insclvency -- and the Illirois State Bank was not liguidated
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until 1842 -- tozether with the 3hawneetown 3ank, also unfortunate to Lave had a major
branch at Alton -~ Alton's visions of Mississippian hegemony died in 1637,

After several rears of stagnation, business again revived in the 1840's and from that
time on the city enjoyed relatively constant and far rore raticnal growth. A river port
from its very inception, Altern developed a substant ial trade, registering 1,818 stearzboat
arrivals in 1853, not counting the 3t.louis packets, which had begun operating in 1833
(by comparison, in 1ES4 St.louis registered 3, 006 arrivals and Cairo had 3,793). 1853 in

Alton also saw two larze flouring mills in operation, substantial industries for the
croduction of lime and agricult 1ra1 machinery, receipts of wheat, corn and cats that ranged
from 250.000 to 300.000 bushels of each, and a goedly packirg business that processed
27.000 nead of hogs and 3,000 head of cabtle.

4 steady increase in ropulation -- 3,386 in 1350, ¢a.5.000 in 1858 and 8.0C0 in

£67 ~. paralieled the ccrnsolidation of this strong economic position. To some degra2,
both were the result of a steady influx of German immigrants that extended o most of ¢
Middle Mississippi Yalley. Germans were in Alton by 1836, but the largest contingents
arrived during the iate 1840's and early 1350's, ap 3rentlv persuaded by a concantrated

rewspaper campaizn aimed at attracting tham. Thedi r numbers wers large enough is support
three Cerman-language newsnpapers, the Alton Freie rres L‘¢1 ois 3eobacht~r, ani Alton

Z ‘nnr, edited respectivaly by Theodors Canisius, <ohn els ani John reld, and in 1857

s Gorman-americans were described as Alton's "dominating element.! Hunterstown was the
nter for the receut immiurants, a fact borne out by the increasing activity there from
L 2- “5, the extant building stock, and such typical lunterstown names as Yerwle, Dietz,
aulstich, 3choeffler, Weisback, Neizenhanmmer, U.S.W.

ck !l.
.
ry

(-:) [1H]

|,1 4 0

1
Alton during the 1850's, rarely Indulging in the fantasies of the 1330's -- thougn
2y surfaced at least oncs, when the city organized the 1836 Iliinois 3tate Fair "in the

the 7th and final Lincoln-Douglas Debate, 15 October 1852,

ey

vl

spirit of making 3t.louis, Feo., a mere suburd of Alton' -~ hal nonetheless established
itzelf a5 one of Illincis! ohief municiralities. The surest sign of that is that Alton
was selected as the s5ite flor th

Trough the city preferred leugias, the pro-slavery sentimeuls rampant when lLevejoy was
murdered had been atoned for: ilton, adjacent to slave-holding iissouri, was a major
terminal on the Underground uailway.

During the Cyvil War, Alton was garrisoned and serv ed as a rerdezvo"s gamp, but that
period is now kcst identified with the military prison stablished at the old Illinois
State Penitentiary (on WNational iegister, entered 12—31-?4). The presencs of troops and
the peneral activities ¢f war flushed Alton's economy -- SO lonb as the war lasted -- but
the return of peace revealed the devastation of the vital nerih-south trade and Alton,

t

like so many other Missisgippi River towns, fell uron hard tlm;oo

The massive slump brought on b, the war lasted into the early 137C's, st which %time
the city began to successfully shift its economic base from depen dence on the river and
commerce to the railrosd and industry. The first railrsad into Alton, the Chicago and
Fississippi, later purt of the extensive Chicage and Alton, was comnpleted in 1852, but
the Hississippi River —- which the road did not bridgs -- and then the Civil War szem to
heve lcssened its imipact. Hconomic growth during the last third of the century was such,
tnough, that by 1911 Alton was served by no less than 12 separate lires, which in 1910
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had accumulated
rlour milli

rt

o

a freiznt tonnage of 2,782,132 tors.

ni, stone gquarrying, aa*lcultura' implements, and the burning of lime
re-war industries -~ continulng, in some cases, in prominence to the

ware augmented in the jQ”O' and early 1280's both by new brauches

0ld, Criefl among new induvsirizs was the 1llinois Glass (o,p3“~

soon Lo become the largﬂst hOllOJ—ﬂd“ﬂ glass narufdct cry in the werld,

itions inciudad the Alten Box Manufacluring Company (1872}, the Iapzcod

rlow C and Alton City Mills \ln4+, l.tnr Anown as Stannrd-TllLon). By 1911,
the Al ing district, with 102 establishmenis and an annual outjput of 75 to

LT mil was fifth in the state in the value ol Tinished rroducis. Froducing
onz=-se +3,1ead outvut, ranking 5% in the natien in fleur production, and

Zrd in mezt-packing (beqind Cricago and a3t 5t.louis), Alten's majer products
include zinc, paver, wining toclz, shovels, heavt hammers, railroad track
teols, TEY bCMES, lime, machinery, foundry products, ice, woolenware, plo
caririiz ns, beer, trooms, brick, cigars, varrels, and rugs.

h these industri+s are {or were) locatasd within the area of the historic
dizirict facturing dizirict extends sast along the river -- the wealth thay
carerat 1 discrorortionate to the city's popuviation, found exrression in the
homes notables, and one of the locations preferred hy the new industrial and
roTmor was the same 25 that chosen oy eariisr luminaries: Middletown. (Ancther
vaz 5T Chrigtian Hill, under separate nomiraticn,) Coupled with the Hunterco-
tovn n werking class and generally prz-185G -~ Middletown presenis an
excellie Alton as ii develojed during tne o2 Century. Sertainly, \1.0h hag
grown since 1203, and grown significantly; but alimgst zll of that occurred colsewhere and
nags laft tw he city's oldest neighborhocds S'r;rlsingly intact.

more than one arza of sigrificance attaches,

1, SAMUTL WA 1CUGE

14)9 Henry
Built ca.lS545; since rmodified

Samuel Wade was one of Alton's pioneer setilers, arriving in 1831, and is

jusily considered one ¢f Lhe city's founders and tuilders. A carpenter by trade,
he later entered into the packing business with his brether-in-law, Zbenezer
bMarsh (v.No.2)}. Harsh an? Wade also established the Alton Banl: (1852), the forma.
acting as firsti president and the latter as sccond (1377-85).

Samuel VWade also sorved severzl years on the city couancil and four terms

as Mayor cf Alton (1849-51, 1855, and 1857).

HISTCRICAL SIGNIFICANCE



Form Mo 1N.300a
{Aev. 10-7a}

UNITED STATES DEPARTMUNT OF THL INTERIOR FOR NS USE ONLY
- NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
RECEIVED

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

DATE ENTERED

INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

T a]
CONTINUATION SHEET SIGNIFICANCE ITEM NUMBER 8 PAGE 6

2. EBENEZER MARSH HOUSE

1503 Henry

Built in 1835; greatly alterred
Lbenzzer Marsh, who settled at Alton in 1332 and originally engaged in the drug
business, was on2 of the key fisures in tha dzvelopment of Illinois and Alton
banking. Ir 1235, he was one of the organizers and secretary of the Alton Marine
and rire Irsurance Compary, an early and leading institution in insurance and
barxing that was succeeded by the Alton Hank (v.}o.l). Marsh was also involwved
with the Illinois 3tate Zark establiched by Gov.luncan in 1835, succesding
senjamin Godfrey as its vresidernt in 1839, The scanial-ridden bank -- erbroiled
in the costly schemes to divert uvprer Mississippl River trade from St.louis to
alton -- was lijuidated by the State Legislature in 1842, as was Illinois' other
early bank, that at 3hawneetown.

HISTCRICAL SIGRIFICANCE
3; .'h,II.'. F
O

Built ¢a.188C; Lucas Ffeiffenberger, architect

Cn National fegister, entered 7-30-74,

LYMAN THRUMBULL HCUSZ
1105 ienry
Built i 1320; modified in 1849

Landmark, entered 5-15-75

oric
HISTCRICAL AND ARCHITEZCTURAL SIGRIFICANCE

o~
[]

5. JaME5S FCRBLSS HOUSE
1007 ieary.
Built in 1871
FMr.*orbes was the founder of St.louis' James tH.Forbes Tea and Coffeze Co. He
lived, however, in Alton.

ARCHITZCTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

[0
.

HENRY CALVIN PRIEST HCOUSE

519 Henry

Date of construction unknown
H.C.Priest settled at Alton in 1854, entering the lumbar firm of his uncle,
.C.5weetser, He later became a partper and, in 1835, the sole owner. Lumber WaS
a relatively important early industry in Alten, and Sweetzer and Priest was one
of the city's leading firms,

ARCHITECTURAL AND HISTCRICAL SIGNIFICANCE
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7. CHAZLE3 LCLDEN IHCUSE
k0D Herry
Built ca.1880

Charles Holden was a printer and publisher. Erought frox Znzland as a boy in
1641, he was apprenticed to the Alton Telesraoh (founded in 1275 and still
publishing) and was associated with the p1f r, with interruptions in Missouri
and Springfield, I1l., until 1380, the last 14 years as a partner. In 1820, he
he“ed his own printing office. 4e was alao rostmasztar of Alton, city treasursr
for eizht terms, and a leading member of the city council.

STCRICAL AND ARCEITECTURAL SIGHIFICANCE

8. CTARLIS AUGUATUS CALDWILL HCUSE
1420 Fenry
1)

2
<
L

LT Colediidd

C.4.Caldwel) setiled at alton in 1850, entering the oifice of tha Alton Marine
P o

ard Tire Ensuranc Company, In 2 c;“g Frelobst orgarira izn ¢f thet firm's successor,
ne Aiion Zank, he was nemed cszshier. in 1565, ke assumed thz smme posi with
the Alton Fational Hank and in 1885 hecame president of that latter institution.
Nr.Caliwell also servad one term as Mayor of Alton (1873).
EISTCIICAL AND ARCE. 2ECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

g, JCHEn L, BLATR HCURZ
1500 Eenry
Built ca.l868-74

“pr Rlair is best remembered in Alten #Hr his dedication to the causc of public
schools, serving on the btoard ol educa tlcn for 12 years, most of the time zs
its president.

ANCHITEOTULLL 3IINIFICANCE
10. J.%03513Y ESALL BCUSE

1706 i “”"tj
[uilt ca.liqs

Mr.2eall was president of the Beall Tool and Hetal rrodusts Company.
ARSHITSCTURAL SIGRIFICANCL
11. #0SZ3 G. ATYCOD HCUSE

1750 Liberty
Built in 1852

M.G.Atwood was one of the organizers and first secretary of the Tllinois Hutual
Fire Insurance Lowpany, the oldest such firm in the state. By 1866, ne was
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11, Continued

president of tha company, ‘whose operations ex

tended as far as Chicago. Heavy

involvement in that 1atter city led to the firm's demise after the Creat Fire

of 1571. The main ofii

ice was orizinally located in hiddletown -- possibly in

the structure at 1715 Liberty and certainly at that location -- and this and

the nearby homes of its executives led to the

HISTCRICAL AND A CTURAL SIGRIFICNACE

—\ [ad Al

[=-Fis

LEWIS KELLEHR3ZRGER KHCUSS
207 Grove
Built ca.l850

12,

lewis #“ellenberger setilad at

and Company, merchants, of St.louis.

estate znd insurance businesses,

schcol system, and served zs laycr of
AGCEITZCTUZAL AND HISTCRICAL SIGNIFICANCE

m_‘f"f‘r' "\"(" T
ICANCE

PREAV Y, HAL .J-r.nV.-L

A RC EZ

DOY (CCL.STZFHEZN U, LONG) HCUSEZ

CAPT, ALFERALD
800 Franklin
Built ca.l850

14,

tain Yow was a shteamboat czrtain. Col.

Capt
.“

Alton in 1835, ertering t
He later Yvecame prominent
was instsumental in promoiing
Alton (1860-52).

areas desisnation as "Insurcnceville,”

ha o

b

mzloy.of Jehn Dean
in the real
the city's

Long, ona of the most noted engineers
of hij time, moved into the house in 1862, Having taught mathamatics early in
hiz career, he made surveying expeditions up the

¥ississippi Eiver (A817) and to-

the Rocky Mountains (1819-20), where long's Peak was named for him. A con-

sulting engineer for
Enginreers of the United States Army in 1861,
to armices in the field.

HISTCRICAL AND ARCHITZCTUEAL SIGNIFICANCE

HARRY H, FsRGUSCN [HOUSE

£28 Dast 15w

Built before 1912
H.E.TFerguson was inve
Cricago and Alton, lal

several railroads, he was named Chief of Topograrhical

subseguently supplying 1,406 maps

ved in railroading, [irst with the Alton office of the
er in St,louis, and then as acting manager of the Bluff
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e T A T PR R tal)
HISTCRICAL ARD ARUH

[
[0

. LTTON SHITH NIXCN RCOUSS
727 Largdon
Buils ca.lbob

¥r.ixon was a local architect of some prominance. This house is necarly
{dentical to the Edward Hollister iouse (K0.20, g.v.).

s T L A - ATAT TS

Anlniiaus L"’ i -D.a.\.7.'l.'-..'.‘IL.r.'3.i\u.'.'.J
TeRey ) vt mreTTIOT

17, JUTTLIEYIE RCUSE

but soszibly ca.lBis-LO

Lsown concerring the Juttemeyers.

ST RID
[EEREFEEE ...ur\:\r:'D
ym

lu. C‘J- hal

Suiis ca.lﬁéo

P Te . . ol
irba lielson cettled at Alton in lu" becoming a
Later exzanding his business to incl 14 hardware
the city's moust successful merchanis,

AXCTITECTURAL ARD HISTCRICAL SIGRIFICARCE

19, JCHN DRUMMCND LCYUSE AND CCACH HOUSZ
L42 Tast 12*
Built in 1383; Lucas Pfeiffenberger, architect
ur.Drumrond was a prominent St.louis tobacco merchant, preferring, however,
to live in Alton.
ARCHEITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE
20. EDwARD KRCLLISTZR HCUSE
543 East 124
Built c2.1862

2dward Hollister was Mayor of Alton for three ternms, 1863-66.

ARCHITIOTURAL Al YISTORICAL SIGHIFICANCE

B ST Y
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2l.

22.

23,

2k,

25.

CHARLES FHINNEY HCUSE

445 East 120

Built in 1854
Charles Fhinney settled at Alton in 1838 and conducted a wholesale grocery
business, eventually known as rhinrey and Barr and one of the most prominent
in the area, from that time until his death in 1904,

HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

R, GU7 HUSKINSCN HOUSE
503 Zast 12 _ .
Date of construction unknown; probably cx.l1lS00

ALCHITZCTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

J.W.CARY HCUSE

15 Zast 12w

Built by 1891
Joseph Cary was engaged in the jeweler's business in Alton from 1€70 to 1885,
then trarsferring his busiress to St.Louis and extendirg it to wnholesale watch
materials and jewelers' manufacturing. Though srorinently irvolved in St.louis?
commercial life, he continued to reuside at Alton.

ARCHITECTURAL AND HISTCRICAL 3IGNIFICANCE

EDMCND BZALL HOUSE

L07 East 12w

Buill ¢a.1910; L.Ffeiffenberger and Sons, architects
Zdmond Reall was a scion of one of Alton's earliest (arrived 1813) and most
prominent families, also prominznt, however, in his own right. In business, he
was identified with the firm of Beall Brothers, manufacturers of mirers' tools
and supplies, shovels, spades, arnd railway supplies, founcded in 1672 and one
of the city's more important manufactories. Politically, he served three
successive tcrms as Mayor of Alion and was also a State Senator.

HISTCRICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

AUGUSTUS T'. NORTGN HOUSE
Lol Bast 10w
Built ca.1839; present appearance dates from Civil ¥War era

A.T.Norton was extremely important in the affairs of the Presbyterian Church,
having established more congregations in Illinois and nearby states than any
other man. His first work in the state was at PNaples, followed by duties in

. e p—y—— i -. .
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25. Continued
Griggsville, Pittsfield, and St.louis befors being called to Alton in 1636G.
EISTOXICAL AND ARCHITEZCTURAL SIGNIFICANCE EnUALLY

Late of coustruction urnknown; pre-Civil War

“ne or:glnal owner has not been determined, Mr.Gossrau, a native of Saxony,
w»as an aciive and leading member of Alton's German community. Fest remambered
a3 a musizicn ~-- he was director of the Alton Minmnerchor -~ he was aleo one

of the founders of the Alton Germania 3uilding and Loan Association.
ARCATTZCTURAL AND HISTCRICAL SIGHNIFICANCE

- e T Ty T
a?. DOUSLY HQULE

7L Zast 6
Buiit £2.,254D

The provenance of thiz house is unclear, dbut it is a firz and representative
example of the type encountered in Alton's old working-class neightorhood of

ARCHITZICTURAL 3IGNITICANCE

[ X}

28 ) :—CV::JC:“ I'C‘I.’J'J‘,.-J.\-L
1t

in Alton National Cemetery, head of Monument Street
Zrected in 15¢6~7; H.P.Bringhurst, sculpter, Scv.louis

siijak Lovejoy, publisher of the Alton Cbserver and a leading abolitionist,

was murdnweﬂ by a pro-slavery mcb during the celebrated rict of 7 Nocvember
15837, ma “ing kim ore of the first martyrs 1n the cause of froedoH from slavery.
The site of his assassination is included in the Christian Hill Historic
Sistrict, under separate nomination. ’

The monumant, erected by a coalition of black and white citizens, celecbrates
his service in the cause of abolition as much as it commemnrates his death,

SIGNWIFICARCES: URBAN FURNITDRE
29. TUaN:R HJLL

1‘01 I\lu )-
Built in lpu/

Turner Hall was the social and cultural center of Alton's s large and influential
Germen community (for which, see HISTCRY above) and as such witnessed innumerable
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3.

C.

1,

N
.

Contlnued
nvonts still fondly remembered. The Turnverein 1tuelf was organized before

HISTCRICAL AND ARCAITZCTURAL SIGHIFICANCE
NATHANIEL HAN3CGN HCUSZ (EIC3 AFANTVINTS)

325 Zast 3rd

Built befors 1388; upper {lcor added after 1510

AVCHITICTURAL SIGKRITICARCE

TAN CHUHCH

FIAST UNITAZ

1C6 =ast 3rd

Zuilt in 130%5; lr.Hess of 3t.Llouis, architect
The present c¢hurch incorperates parts of two previous hu*]ilvgs‘ St.Matthew's
Cathclic Church, inch burned in 1853, and the origirol Waitarian Chursh, built
shortly after that five.

ARCHITICTURAL SIGHTIFICANCE

FENDJALLYS CRACHKIR FACTCRY
201-07 Zast SBroadway

] o
Built ca.l1554

ARCHITZCOTURAL SIGHIFICANCE

HERY WATSON REUSE

€23 Alby

Built in 1832; L.Ffeiffenberger and S,ns, architects
Henry Watson was a stone mason vy trade and did consziderable work for a numher
of railroads. His numerous projects included the bridges of tne Chicago and
Ailton AR between 3lcomington and Snhirley, the railroad shops of the Big Ffour
at Mattoon {I1l.) and Waverly (Fo.J), the Merchants' 3ridge at St.louis, and
the St.Louis Union Depot. He was also the owner of one of Alton's largest
quarries and of the Alton Water Works, and president of the Alfton Lime and
Cement Company.

ARCHITZCTURAL AND HISTCRICAL SIGRIFICANCE EZLUALLY

ISAAC SCARRITT HOUSE
1025 George
Built ca.l860
Isaac Scarritt was a prominent merchant and banker, active in the advancemant
of public education.
ARCHITECTURAL SIGHIFICANCE
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35.

37.

WILLIAM SONKTAG HCGU3Z
518 Henry

Built ca.1i?%

william Sonntag, another of the leaders of Alton's German commurnity, came to
working at f+“ t in the local woolen mills and

In 18?9, he

the city from Saxony in 1886,

scon progressing to a partnership in the mill of F.£.Nichols.

entered the real estate and insurance business in

partnersnip with ¥

their firm going on to become ore of Alton's moat successful, “,.aOﬁntab also
served as Deputy Collector of Internal Revenue under Fresident Benjamin Harriszcn.

HISTCEICAL AND ARCEITECTURAL 3

GRACE EZTHCIIST CHUECH
700 Hanry

IGNIZTICANCE

Built in 1880; Lucas Pfeiffenberger, architect

T L RN

“\:CIA.L.‘...JVJ.UA»\I\J-I SIGLRIFICANCE

LTeTTTNAT
:'..--..;I..):J S ls

L50 Last 7
Date of ccnstruction unknown;

e P LIa]

ARCEITECTURAL SIGNIFICARCE

srobably before 1840

.Rudershausen,
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ZONE EASTING . NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING
¢l I 1 J_J DL_L_J Ll T
. VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
Beginning vt the intersec:cion of 3rd and Alby, the boundary extends $ on Alby to EBroadway.
E on Broadway to the W lire of.12) East Broadway, 3 on this to the interior rropexriy lines
S of Srozdway, Z on these and the 5 line of 1i7 Zaston to the I line of 217 East Sroadway,

N on this to IZreadwcy, E on Broadway to the
interier properiy lines N of Broadway, = on
N of Trirg, cn this to H
line

e
- leb
] eny

Z line of 400 Zast Broadway, N on this to the
these to Largden, i on Langdon to t
N on Xenry to 4th, £ on 42 to ddge,

of 313 =zidge, E on this and then 3 on the B line of the same or

he alley
5 on #idge to the N
:perty to Adams Court
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ORGAKNIZATION

I1linois Jepartment of C

I Conservatio

al

STREET & NUMBEH

TELEPHOE

%6L0 Soutk lLongwood Drive 312-775-21C%
CITY OR TOWR STATE
Chicago I1linois

:"1STATE BISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATICN
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% on Adams Cour® to Spring, S on Spring to the S line of 30y Spring, E on this and N on
the E line of the same property to Adams Court, E on Adams Court to Central, S on Central
to the 5 line of 309 Central, £ on this and N on the E line of the same property to Adams
Court, E on Adams Court to the interior property lines W of Cherry, S on these and the
E| 1ine of 1026 *ast Broadway to Broadway, E on Broadway to the Z line of 1106 Zast Broadway,
N on this, the interior property lines & of Cberry and the ¥ line of 1113 Zast 4t to 4w,
T cn 4% to the & line of 1312 Zast 4, N on this to Hunter Court, W on Hunter Court to
the interior property lines E of Monument, N on these to 5%, N,W & then § on the progerty
lines of the Lovejoy Monument, 5 on the interilior property lines W of Monument to Hunter
Court, W on Hunter Court tc the ¥ “ine of 1012 Zast 4, 5 on this to b, W on L4u to Cak,
H cn Cak to Hunter Court, W on Hunter Court to Spring, N on Sﬁr*rg to &u1ncy Court, E on
Suincy Court to Cak, N on Cak to 6%, E on 6 to the first property line E of 6th, N on
this and the interior property'lines Z of Cak to the N line of 615 Cak, W on this to Cak,
on Cak to HSumboldt Court, ¥ on Humboldt Court to the intericr property lines W of Cak,
3 on these to 6%, W on 6th to the irterior proyerty lines Z of Spring, N on theze to the
% line of 617 3uring, ¥ on this and the N line of 612 Spring to the interior property
lires Y of Spring, S en these to Humcoldt Court, ¥ on Humboldt Court to the 3 line of
707 Zast 79, N on this to 7%, W on 7% to Liberty, $ on Liberty to the interior property
lines N of 7%, 4 on these to the T line of 609 ®ast &2, N on this to 8%, ¥ on 3th to
Yenry, N on Henry to 9%, B on 9th to the irterior property lires E of iHenry, N on these
to the 3 line of 1007 Eenry, £ on this to the interior property lines W of Liberty, N on
these and the W lire of 711 East Union to Union, E on Union to Liberty, W on Liberty to
the first properiy line N of Union, E on this to the interior property lines 3 of Liberty,
N on these to Pearl, W on Tearl to Liberty, N on Liderty to Carolire, W on Caroline to
the interior property lines %W of Libverty, i on these to 12th, & on 12® to Liberty, N cn
Liberty to koyal, 2 on Royal to the interior property lines Z of Liberty, ¥ on these and
the E lines of 71 & 712 Zuclid to 16th, T on 16th to a line 5 feet E of and parallel
to the = wall of the Church at Blair and Magple, d on this line to the interior property
lines 5 of ¥lair, = on these and the 5 lire cf 15630 Central to Central, N on Central
to the interior property lines N of Grove, W on these to interior progerty lines & of.
¥Mavle, N on these and the £ line of 300 rranklin to the interier property lines N of
Franklin, ¥ on these to the W line of 796 Franklin, S on this and the interior property
lines % of KMaple to the interior property lines N of Grove, ¥ on these and the N line of
1750 Libherty to the interior property lirnes W of Liberty, S on these to the interior
proverty lines S of 2lair, Y on these to the interior property lines E of Henry, N on
these tc Blair, W on Blair to the interior property lines W of ilenry, S on these and
Langdon to the N line of 1300 Langdon, W on this and S on the ¥ line of the same property
to 13th, W on 13~ and the interior property lines N of 12t to the ¥ line of 410 Zast 12w,
S on this and George to the interior pronnrtv lines N of 11%, ¥ on these and the N line
£ 1100 Alton to the interior property lines W of Altcn, S on these to 9%, E on Git to
the interior property lines E of Alton, N on these to 104, E on 10% to the E line of
404 East 10w, N on this to the interior property lines N of 1Cw,  on these to the
interior property lines W of Lapngdon, S on thzse to the interior property lines S of 108,

v L

o]
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W on these to the E line of 414 East 9#, 5 on this to 9%, E on 9% 1o the ¥ line of

451 Zast 9%, 5 on this and the W line of k28 Zast &2 to Sﬁ 4 on 8% to the W line of
327 Zast 82, 5 on this to the interior pronerty line S of 8¢, Z on these and the 5 line

of 718 Yechanic to the W line of L4ED Zast 7%, S on this to 7@ ¥ on 7% to Faclanic, S en
Mechanic to the N line of 612-14 Mecharic, ¥ on this to the W 11ne of 412 East A,

53 on this to 6%, W on €% to the interior property lirnes W of Gecrge, 5 on these to the
irtarior property lines KW of Court, SV on these to the interior property lines N of Zi,
W on thnese to the interior croperty lines £ of Alby, N oa these and the T lize cf

123 Bast 8% to the N line of 809 Alby, W on this and the N line of S1b Jlby to the
interior precperty lineg W of Alby, § un these to e, W on £% to the ¥ ;11e of Farket,

S on the W line of Fariket and the mid-line between Markei's %$wo r.c.v. 's § of L2 to
Third and then T on Third to the point of commencement.

N.2.: Unlezs otherwise specified, all boundary segments along streets zni alleys follos
ths mid-line of those sireets and alleys.



-

a"‘Q.“

RS L : '
SN
A q.-: Sl B

ST

K

HTES AH0 STRCTURCS & SAETy SEwrTu ]
AL T Ry !

SR, O SMCLAL SKeFTHEE |
?
FUATMER MO BY WL, KL STMCTUNE WmvEY ‘

',s‘. .‘:‘0 s.’Q'r

Dilstet et

PR v ele%!
+ ‘.:’A :&:"*:‘:'
i =

4
CMER UL SIRCLAS E

ABOML AARASE LASIGROLD ST RS |

QD JTRUCTIRES wTH TaPPROPEATE TN IOK Lo {

HIAUSIMC 4L1TM TN OF XD STR.CTE ;

3
WIBANE o, 52 steaTuaes &

RSN INTRUSIVE BEDENT STRcuaey |

" RIITNT pmsious -

BLPH + TANT (12« PARE Prsy T
OR KO FORMANDMT 877170 vamir l_

U RN t




/ "NPS Form .10-500-8 : OMB No. Y024 -0018
o - ' ’ Exp. W0-1-84

- Unitzd States Department of the Interior
National Park Service
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' item number 12 Page 1

WAGTAGTE L)

Continuation sheet

MIDDLETOWN HISTORIC DISTRICT BOUNDARY EXTENSICN
Alton, Madison County, Illinois

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic
Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), I hereby nominate this property
for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedurgs \set forth by the National Park Service.

1stor1c Preservation Oﬂflcer

The evaluated significaﬁce of this property within the state is local.
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Historical information and description of bulldings and landscape features in proposed
District é&xtension: : .

Lower Market Street and Mini-Park
Current Owner: City of Alton

The present District boundary proceeds down the center of Market Street including only the
upper portion of the street. At 132 feet, Market Street is the widest street in Alton,
still acting as>promenade from the old river landing area. Near Market's intersection

with Third Street, Alton's first Market liouse once provided a public gathering place en-
compassing areas . both'above and below a natural escarpment which divided Market Street and
today causeg its two levels. Market Street is stepped just as the buildings on the north

side of Third Street and today, between its upper and lower levels, a mini-park-green space
provides the same relief near the 0ld "Y" as do the garden reveals bordering the other s
similarly scaled semi-public buildings to the east continuing up "Pagan Hill" in the present
District. :

YMCA Building (The 0ld "Y" Building)
2~-8 West Third Street .
Current Owmer:- Hr, and Mrs. Johnno Yakubian 407 E. 12th St., Alton, Illincis
Suilding is currently for sale and under option for rehabilitative IeuUssE
as apartment complex. o

Constructed in 1908 after a fund raising drive which galvanized Alton to action, the Alton
YMCA became a focal point for community activity for over half a century, featuring the first
indoor heated swimming pool (20X60) in the area, two bowling alleys, reading room and parlors
"furnished in best quality of 0ld Mission furniture" and "one of the best gymnasiums in South-
ern Illinois". A fine example of early Twentieth Century Georgian Revival interpreted here
in monumental-residential scale, the 0ld "Y" building is a three-story-over-raised-basement
building of red Alton brick with white Alton limestone detailing and foundation. The build-
ing consists of a mainr (south) bleck and a rear (north) recessed block. Including 1914
fenestration changes and rear block additions following a disastrous fire that year, the
main block features Georgilan-Palladian to Federal styling details. in applied limestcne and
terra cotta while the recessed north block or rear wing is more commercially designed. The
effect of finely detailed Georglan-Palladian-styling details of white limestone from Alton
quarries symmetrically applied to graduated window openings and unadorned Federally styled
facades of red brick supplied by the well known Alton Brick Co. highlight and residentialize
the principal elevations. The eight Palladian styled arched windows springing,as they do,
from the lipped stone beltcourse give the effect of Jeffersonian st;le "French" doors
opening onto an emplaced terrace. In 1964, the orgarization moved to a new building and

the old YMCA was put up for sale and later purchased by its present owmer. Still vacant

ind unreused after almost 20 years, the building is a grim reminder of the many vacant com-
nercial spaces it overlooks in the old Downtown central business district (still only part-
ially revitalized), however its present optioned purchase as a certified lhistorie building
<ould allow rehabilitative reuse as an apartment complex.
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12 West Third Street )
Current Owner: Wuellner Family, 301 Piasa Street, Alton, Illinois

Directly to the east of the Snyder Block is a two story brick commercial building above
rubblestone foundation of early Twentieth Century vintage with applied stone veneer. On
the street facade a recessed entrance and a former storefront are placed beneath two double
window openings on the second floor. Applied stone pilasters with recessed pancls on the
ground floor support an intermediate stone frieze and cornice at sill height of the second
floor windows. At the second floor level pilasters 'support” the entire building frieze
and originally in addition they "supported" a dentiled projected cornice which -has been
removed along with the hip roof and three matching stone flues. The building is presently
vacant. : :

The Snyder Block (Snyder's Department Store)
301-3 Piasa Street
Current Owner:  Bert Wuellner

The Snyder Block was constructed in 1901 on the site of the former Crossman Auction House

(by 1884, John Snyder and Co. Drygoods) which had burned earlier. It was ''one of the most
substantial and attractive in its appearance in Alton." "It stands at the corner of Piasa

and Third Streets, and is the first of modern buildings to be erected in this, the acknew-
ledged center of trade and business.' The Snyder building with its cronelated turret is

still cme of the most reccgnizable in Alton and continues to be ucad 25 2 drygoods emporium
under the same name in the old style of doing business by the third generation of the builder.

The three story brick building at street level contains cast iron trimmed and pilastered
wooden store fronts. The building utilizes an iron post and beam system and incorporates

an ornamented corner column which supports the massive corner turret overlaid in tin, shaped
to simulate stone detailing, Raised joint profiles in continuous "courses' of varying
height and varying "stone” length aud smooth store 'pattern' is interupted by "rough-cut"
sections trimmed witl: panel mold. The remarkable turret is more projected from,than applied
to, the building by the brick detailed stringcourses of the building above the store front,
setween the second and third stories and above the tlird story, being continued in simulated
srick rowleock and sawtooth around the turret. Also, a series of sheet metal vents in the
uasonry is continued around the turret just below the encompassing decorated cast iron
cornice. The turret rises an additional story through its own projected circular cornice,
aatching in design the one below, to finally terminate in saw-tooth crenelation. Inside,

on the main floor of the bi:ilding, the present owner may still be observed on his elevated
Dookkeeping—cashler platform above the wood floored selling floor, overlooking the same type
of stock his grandfather supervised at the turn of the century.



MR-4-300 (11-79)

-

_Urfited’ States Departmént of the interior - e e oy e o
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service . S 3
National Register of Historic Places o 1
inventory—Nomination Form EENE 1

LIS TR I, S S |

widdletovn Nistoric District Boundary Extension —= Alton Illineis
Continuation sheet S{gnificance ttem number 8 Page 14

Justification For Boundary Extension

The boundary extension down "Pagan Hill" is the natural continuation of a unique hill-
side streetscape evolving from private secular use to seml-public secular use over 150 years.
In early days, Plasa Street was a shallow stream (Piasa Creek) crossed by footbridges at
Third Street and emptying into the Mississippi near where in 1783 Jean Baptiste Cardinal
built the first dwelling on a site then called "Piasa'. By the 1830's, frame residences
climbed the hill accompanying the two stone churches near a large Greek Revival Market House
astride 132 foot wide Market Street (the widest street in Alton) which proceeds as a prom—
enade from the Commons landing area on the riverfront, and was even then on two levels
caused by an escarpment across the hillside. When Alton Catholics sold their old church
near the peak of the hill to the Unitarians and built a new church (St. Peter's and St. Paul's)
on top of the hill (Christian Hi11") on the other side of the valley of the Piasa, the steep
hill became known as "Pagan Hill". By the early 1850's, Piasa Creek had been contained in a
giant culvert by Captain Benjamin Godfrey who laid his rails atop it down newly constructed
Piasa Street. Although it was proposed to regrade Third Street to a more navigable grade,
the owner of a bordering property objected because his residence as well as the church at
the corner of Third and Market would have been left "high and dry" above the new grade.
Formerly a gathering place but by then a smelly nuisance, the old Market House near the
Third and Market intersection was razed and in Civil War times great Italianate mansions
were constructed where Miller's Mutual Insurance headquarters, City Hall, and the old Posc
Qffice are today. AS commercial usage spiread along Piaca Street and Jobn Snvder anchored
the hillside. with his turreted dry goods emporium (1901) proceeding up Third Street, the
sites of the antique frame houses and the great mansions were reused in Alton brick and
limestone construction for civic, commercial, and semi-public purposes. The two stone
churches remained 2s a continuum. Today, the three block west face of "Pagan Hill" look-
ing north (two blocks to the center of Market Street are already in the Middletown National
Register District) is composed of indigenous Alton brick and limestorne combinations. From
the horizontal bulk of Miller's Mutual's ‘red brick and white smoothed limestone Beaux-Arts
Classic Revival facsde above the simgle rubblestone symmetry of the venerable Unitarian
Church (cited #31 in nomination), the north side of steep West Third Street is a stepped
procession of Zintegrated-in-scale buildings to spacnd reveals between them (open space
side !'gardens"), as well as the indentations of Alby Street and Market Strect as they pro-
ceed north; i.e. - the Unitarian Church's "garden' reveal atop its rubblestone retaining
wall - Alby Street - the Old Post Office of Mid-Georgilan styling heritage in tan brick and
cut limestone - its''garden' reveal atop a cutstone~topped rubblestone retaining wall — the
Episcopal Church's '"garden''reveal - the Gothic abbey styled rubblestone Episcopal Church -
132 foot wide Market Street on its two levels where the proposed extension begins, part of
its width utilized by a mini-park echoing the other landscape reveals along the hiilside—-
the Fed -rally styled mass of the 0ld "Y" building in red brick and cut and smoothed white
limestone - a recently vacant lot flanked by a rubblestone retaining wall — the small com-
mercial building of finished stone veneer, and the decorated brick with rough-cut stone trim
side elevation of Snyder's Block, terminating in its simulatad stone tin crenelated turret

on the Third and Piasa street corner; anchoring '"Pagan Hill".
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6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS (Cont.) Page 2

TITLE (1) Historic Sites Inventory for the St. Louis Mo.-I11. Metropolitan Area
(Regional Study)
(2) Further Photographs Ill. Historic Structures Survey, Mad. Co. (State Study)
(3) Illinois Nistoric Landmarks Survey, Mad. Co. (State Study)

DATE (1) July 1980
o (2) 1972
(3) May 1974

~ DEPOSITORY (1) East-West Gateway Coordinating Council
(2) 1llinois Department of Conservation
(3) Illinois Department of Conservation

CITY, TOWN (1) St. Louis
(2) Springfield : o
(3) Springfield !
N H
.STATE (1) Missouri !

(2) Illinois
(3) Illinois

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (Cbnt.) Page 2

Alton Telegraph, Centennial Edition, January, 1936, Alton, Illinois

Alton Telegraph, Apr. 11, 1908; Mar. 28, 1914; Mar. 30, 1914; July 9, 1914; Mar. 29, 1915

Mar, 1, 1916; May 19, 1919; May 5, 1920; Sept. 22, 1920; Sept. 30, 1964
Reid, James Allan, Alton, Illinois Illustrated, 1912, St. Louis, Mo. and Alton, Il1,,
- James Allan Reid
Specizl Edition of Alton Telegraph, September 1928, Alton, Illinois
The New YMCA Building of Alton,1908, St. Louis, Mo., Perrin and Smith Press
(printed program at dedication) . ’
Young, J.M., Alton Illinois Illustrated, 1907, Alton, Illinois J. M. Young and Co.

Form Prepared by: Ruth Means Phil Toehner
R R.2 Dox 115 257 ¥, 19th £t

Alton Illinois 62002 Alton Illinois
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It is hereby proposed that the boundary of the Middletown Historic District of Alton
(listed on the National Register September 17, 1977) be revised and extended to include
the balance of the north side of Third Street along '"Pagan Hill" including the following
properties: Balance of Market Street, 2-8 W. Third (former YMCA Building), 12 W. Third,
and 301-303 Piasa (Snyder's Department Store); the extension being described as follows;

At a southwest corner of the present district, beginning at a point in the center
of the intersections of Market Street and Third Street proceeding west down the center
of West Third Street 319 fect to the center of Piasa Street; then north 81.25 feet;
then east from the center of Piasa Street along the northern facade of the Snyder Build-
ing 113 feet to the northeast corner of the Snyder Building; then north 80 feet; then
cast 206 feet to the center of Market Street, then south 161.25 feet to the place of

beginning.
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WEST VIRGINIA, Wood Countv, Parkersburg, Union Trust & Deposit Co./Union Trust National Bank
(Downtown Parkersbure MRA), 700 Market St. (10/08/82)

WEST VIRGINIA, Wood Countv, Parkersburg, Van Winkle, Peter G., House (Downtown Parkersburg
MRA), 600 Juliana St. {10/08/82)

WEST VIRGINIA, Wood Countv, Parkersburg, West Central WV Community Action Assoe., Inc.
(Downtown Parkersbure MRA), 804 Ann St. (10/08/82)

WEST VIRGINIA, Wood County, Parkersburg, Windmill Quaker State (Downtown Parkersburg MRA),

800 Murdoch Ave. (10/08/82) :

WISCONSIN, Milwaukee Countv, Milwaukee, Woman's Club of Wisconsin, (The Athenaeum), 813 E.
Kibourn Ave. {10/04/82) )

The following properties were also entered in the National Register but were excluided from a previous
notice: .

ILLINOIS, Madison Countyv, Alton, Middletown Historic District, 3rd St. between Market and Piasa St.
(Boundary increase) (09/16/82)

I0OWA, Keokuk County, Thornburg vieinity, Bruce Goldfish Fisheries, E of Thornburg, off IA 22
(09/20/82)

LOUISIANA, West Feliciana Parish, St. Franeisville, St. Franeisville Historie District, (boundary
increase) Ferdinand and Sewell Sts. (10/01/82)

NEW MEXICO, Bernalillo Countv, Albuquerque, Armijo, Juan Cristobal, Homestead, 207 Griegos Rd.
~—NE (09/30/82) o

Multiple Resource Areas are identified by MRA
Thematic Resources are identified by TR

Tl
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__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED __UNALTERED __ORIGINAL SITE
X Gooo __RUINS __ALTERED __MOVED DATE. . —_
__FAIR —_UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The City of Alten (1970 population: 39,700) lies cn the rnorth bank of the Vississippi
kiver, here flowing nearly due east, about equidistant between St.louls, Mo., to the south
and tine mouth of the Illinois Kiver, and just upstream from tke mouth of the Missouri.
Topograghically, the area is quite varied, embracing river bottom, preciritous vluffs and
hills cut bty ravines and valleys of lesser watercourses, and ridzes, and gradually shades
into high prairie back from the river, The s0il is generally quite fertile and is underlain
by extensive coal degosits. Limestone -~ both of building quality and a grads suitable for
the bur:xzz »f lime -- and sand are abundant. The specific area of the Middletewn Historic
District, on aigh ground directly east of the valley of the erstwhile Little Fiasa Creek,
1s topograchically rather gentle -- though hardly level -~ and shows marked variation only
on t{he south, where the land quickly descends to tne level of the river,

The Middletown riistoric District includes sigrificant portions of the traditienal
Fiddletown and . aterstown neizghborhoods, the former having developed out of the original
town 2nd the latter out of a vary s7dition. The actual -~ and very irregular ~- boundary
was established primarilly on the basis of visual cohesion and circumscribes those portion
of the two neighborhools that preserve an historic fabric indicative of 19® Century Alton,
Yhus, ths district is not confined to the architectural magnificeace of streets such as
s Urove, or the upuer reaches of fenry and Liberty, but also includes wmodest areas hizhly
regreseniative of the artisan classes, such as 4% east of denry, Although topography was
gensrally not considered in cdetormining the dissrict's boundary, there is a distinct and

ten vary close relationship between the character of the land and that of tha extant
3tructures: not only was the hishest ;round commonly sought cut first, it was also
developed in a su stantial manner that has tended to preclude radical change. This corre-
spondence is marticularly clear north of >4 Street, where the westers bou dary, even though
determined visually, nearly parallels the 550' contour line for considera:ie stretches:
balow the line, ecarly development appsars to have been sparse and miner -~ and thers are
Rumerous more recent structures --, while above it are found many of the district's earliest
and finest buildings. Cther sezments of the boundary reflect even more spscific elemantis,
The southern boundary mirrors the commercial nature of Broadway, which, further marred by
several recent intrusions, has oreserved its older character in only a few syecific hiocks.
Yost of these have teen included in the district, the major exception being the block
between Henry and «idge, which, wanile very fine, has been isolated by recent developments,
In the Hunterstown neighborhhod ~- southeast <f 7% and Henry and/or Iiberty -- much of the
irregularity is caused by St.Joseph's Hospital on 5th between Cak and Central, whose
continuing expansion has not only effectively destroyed the immedinte area hut adversely
atfected adjucent blocks as well. In the same genaral vicinity, 7% Street itzelf, though
oid, has neither the stature nor continuity to warrant inclusion, Huch the sawe is true
of Union easut of Liberty. Cn the west, the Market Sireet boundary reflects the central
business district immzdintely to the west, which, although quite intact and rleasant, is
50 mainly bty dint of the topography -~ it lics in the narrow valley of the former Little
Piasa Creek between Middletown and Christian Hill -~ and not becauss of any innate
architectural or historical values that would warrant inclusion. The area scuth of 6% from
Market to about George has been weakened by several parking lots and its proximity to
the central business district -- the far wWwestern part may actually bYe considered part of
the latter -~ but the scale and quality of the remaining older structures is such as to
outweigh these deficiencies of continuity., Finelly, those blocks of Alby included north
of 6% are distinguished by structures of both individual and colleetive strength, strengths
that disappear just south of 9w,
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Land use within the district is mainly residential or residential-relsted -- reli-
gious, educational, park, etc. =-- and exclusively so north of 8 Street, Major commercial
uses are centered on Broadway, with a secondary, pursly neighborhcod commercial concen-
tration ow Pidge. The area generally scuthwest of 52 and George is the only part of the
district with a distinctly non-residential flavor. Close to the central business district,
it has long been donminated by a number of public and semiw-public uses -- city hall, the
post offize, saveral churches, a high school, etc., -~ and is now somewhat marred by a
rather heavy concentration of parking lots, There are no industrial uses in the district
and the only foderal prorverty seems to be the U.,5.Fost Cffice at the northwest corner of

ard and Alby.

The street pattern of the Middletown Historic District is governed by %wo rectangular
grids =- .hat of Albon's original plat (Mlddletowﬂ) aligned along major compass points,
and that of Imsseil or Hunbtar's Addition {(Hu nterstcwn), running more nearly narallel to
the north bana of the Mississippt River -« with the two intersecting Just east of Henry.
The regularity of these systems, though, is broken by deviations imposed Ly the tousgravhy,
almost cbscurad by the neari nstant rise and ©all of the land, ana zven further goftened

by luxuriant
presance of
to several

¥

o

i major factor contributing to the sirectszcave iz the
} mestone retaining walls, varying in height from a few inches

£i ocne such wal s Tor example, sigrificantly lessens the impact of the

district's wost prominent intrusion, Traffic within the disftrict is mostly local in nature,
wit! HLnrv, Avby amd 99 the most travelled thorougntfarss, Consistentiy heavy volume is

1+
B

encountersd ounly on Jroadway.

Average structural density in the district i1s relatively low == 2.7¢ 281 structure/acre -=
but waries wedly Trem ope specific area to another, The greatest distinction -- in
dansity, as in seale, lateral distence, siting, street sstback and height -- is belween
Middletown proper and Hunterstewn. Residentially, the former is generally marked by
moderate to large scale hormes, set well apart and back from the street on relatively large
lots, while the latter is Jdistinguished by a higher ratio of 1-1) story structures of
imodest scale, seb in close proximity and nearly up to the building line. The differcnces

n be hest surmarized as being those hetween a middle and upper class neighborhood -
LAHu{”?O -~ ard an artisan or working class neighborhcod -- Hunterstown -- as they
existed lﬂ the 19% Century. There are, however, certain features common to btolh neighbor-
hoods. FMirst, most residences are single-family and detached; second, the majority are of
masoryy constructicen -- no sursrise considering the excellent properties of both the
local limestone and the locally produced brick --3 and, third, there is relatively little
variation in scale, siting, etc., within each, thus producing strong, albeit different
relationships between buildings in both. The largest structures in the districi =-- mzinly
churches and cther semi-public and public buildirpgs -- rarely exceed three stories in
height and are almost all of masonry construction. Mest are located in the western part
of the district discussed above.

Cf 653 structures encompassed withip the Middletown Historic District, excluding
garages and other incidental buildings, 153 have been evaluated as possessing special
architectural and/or historical significance and an additional 53 were photographed by
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
M.3,: Architecture ig the only area that applies for the district as a whole. Other areas
that may attach to specific sites should become clear from the dis:ussion of those
sites below.
The Middletown Historic District includes significant portions of the original town
plat and an 2arly addition of the City of Alton, one of the most colorful and prominent
es in the early history of the 3.ate of Illinois. Founded in 181

~

7, Altcn long enter-

nl

piac

cainec hopes of supnlanting St.Louis as the metrovolis of the Middle Fississippi Valley
and ncarly vankrupted the Iilinois 3:ate Bank in 1537 with iucredible schoxes to realize
them. Crnce selectad as the future site of the siate capital, the city wss alsc one of the
key centers in the abortive system of internal improvements that, by 12L0, rad nearly
b;nkrupted I1linois itself. An apparent failure in the early 1340's, Alton revived in the
1550's and rrospered throu*h the Civil War as one of 1llincis' most important river ports,
cnly to sink into stagnation when peace returnsed. Health and vigor rose from decline in
the 1870's and Alton, thougt na¢¢*3 centent, assumed the imvortant albait secondary role

the 5t.louls metropolitan area which it has yet to relinguish.
“hat makes the Middletown Historic District so significant is that almost evevy phase
g
of that checkered history is visible in the extant streetscaze. U ; self, early homes
0

Pl
vy

cf men involved in the machinations of the 1830's, svlendid barcrial palzaces of the
cesl-Civil War industrial and commercial magnates, streets marked by waves of German
imrigrants in the 1840's and 1850's -- these, and more, combine in creating the 2iving
atmosphere of an important 19th Century city.

Architecturally, there are srvlendid examples of most styles vopular between 1830 and
1890: pure Federal, Italianate, nueen iAnne, Gothic, ete., and some intriguing, picturesque
combinations, Streets such as 128 or Henry cowmpound individual examples into considerable
stretches of uninterrupted excellence. Cthers, such as Lty east of Henry, reiein the feel

of the 19% Cantury artisan and immigrant classes virtually untouched since the last third
of that century. 3eminary Square -- dominated by three homes, each a fine example of

on2 of the 13®% century's major styles (Federal, Itsalianate, Jueen Anne) -- is a remarkable
termination to Hechanic Strect. But, above all, there is a fabric to the district stating
empnatically, though with several voices, that this is Alton.

BISTORY

The first Furop=an settler on or near the preasent City of Alton wss probably Jean
Baptiste Cardinal, who was reported living at Fiasa around 1753 and who may have transferred
his ¢laim to one John Zdgar of Kaskaskia in 1795, There is also some indication that the
French maintained &« trading post until about 1307, but neither this nor Cardinal's
homestead played a part in the development of the future city. Other carly settlers ~- none
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of whom took an active part in later growth -- were James Freuit® and James Stockden,

known to have been living on the bluffs in 172 and the discoverers of a spring at the
present northeast corner of Broadway and Spring; and two men by the name of Frice and

Colter, who settled near that spring in 1810.

The history of Alton qua Alton begins 1n 1817, when it was lajd out by Col.rufus
Baston, who had first obtained land in the area in 1Z1h, Col.Zaston, naming both the new
town and several of its streets after some of his children -- Alton, leorge, Fenry, langdon
and Alby -- was of considerable grominence in the area, having served es St.levis!' first
costmaster (1808), and later played an important role in thke early history of Missouri's
statehord., In Tllireis, his new town extended from Market on the iest to Henry on the
east and from the river north to 3¢ 3treet -- or roughly the southern half of the Middle-
town neightcriood. Despite the immediate establishment of a ferry, Saston's Alton did not
flourish and remained little more than a small collection of log c-birns near the ferry
house for several years subseguent.

In an almost simultaneous move, Joseph Meacham, who had founded Upper Alton in 1516-17,
purchased a property known as the Zates Farm and projected a town he called Altcn-on~the=-
River. Cxtending roughly from the river to 9% and sast from Henry %o about Waghington, the
property passed to Falor Charles runter in 1818 and was laid out and platted by him in
1820 -- hence, Hunterstown. Maj.lunter erected a substantial frame structure in 1819,
keeping it as a public house, but his efforts proved no more successful, at first, than
those of Cul.Haston.

In 1821, Beck's Gazeteer of Illinois and Missouri coumented that "Alton, although
yet small, possesses natural advantages rarely equaled.” To a certain degree, it was the
spreading recognition cf these advantages thait prevented Alton from flourishing during
the 152G's: they seduced a group of men led by such luminaries as Nininn udwards and
Nathaniel FPops irnto possession of 2 land claim disputing daston's, Since the contest

panned years, no clear titles could be had, and the town languished, An act of the Sta
egislature, 15 February 1827, stipulating Alton as the site of Illinois' first state
penitentiary and Gov.udwards as cone of the commissioners to select the site was the first
indication of a brighter future. By the time that prisen was opened in 1833, Alton was
growing by leaps and hcounds.

Activity sotually bezan to increase in 1829, the year a Mr.hintony erected ilton's
first industrial estzhlishment, a steam saw-mill, and had reached healthy proportions by
1321, in March of that year, the populatios totaled 170 and the signs of encrcaching
civilization included ? shoemakers, 2 brickmakers, and one apiece of steam saw~mills,
heef apd pork packing houses, carpenters, wagorn makers, taaneries, coopers, brick masons,
stone maszons, blacksmiths, lawyers, toverns and retail stores. 3y the fail of the y=ar,
Jilliam ¥arning had commenced work on the erection of a steam flouring mill, the first

importsnt manufactory in Alton and the pioneer of one of the city's most significant
industries, Building lots sold during 1831 for from 20 to 100 dollars -- very low, but
under penalty of forfeiture if the buyer failed to erect a substantial building within
a year, which may help explain the many fine structures dating from the early 1230's ~-
but toward the end of Alton's initinl boom, 1837, land near the river was selling for
300-400 dollars a front foot and '"more retired situations' went for 25 to 100 dollars,
azain ner foot.

te
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The *tremendous increase in land values, very similar to those in Chicage during the
a reriod, ic an execllent indicator of Alton's transformeiion from a miner speculative
ventura to a major commercial center and one of the principal ciiies in the stnte.
Crgznized as a town in 1833, Alton was granted a city charter on 21 July 1837. ropulalion
had reached 1,000 by 1834 and was estimated tetween 2,000-2,500 (4,000 if one includes
Upper Alton) at the time of incorporation (5t.louis, by comparison, which Alton sought
avidiy to surpass, rnubered 13,000 that same year)e, Those years, 1%34-37, are p2rhaps
the most astounding in the city's entire history, marke3 as they are by two overriding
geals: first, to destroy rival 3t.louis and, then, to assume the Seat of Zmpire in the west
Gre of the first efforts to promote 4lton reached fruition in 1834, when the Illincis
legislature selected it as +he future state capital. In 1825, a state bank witn capital
stock of 31,500,000 was chartered, and, though its priziipal oflice was locsted elsewhere,
1t wae virtually controllied oy Godfrey, Gilman and Company of Alton. Thus Al

i-an coineidentai. A second
one, FMarring and Comparny and
le Iman a

ar Lo Goifrey, Gilman and Co.'s

painly Godfrey, Gilwen and Co. -- met with little registance in tanping the bank's
resourcez to further thelr own ends. To wit: Bernjsmin Gedfrey of that Tirm -- and presiten
of the Alten Branch of the Illinois State Hank (35%.1525) == managed to berrow H400,000
for trne vurpose of gdiverting the important Galera leszd trade from St.louis o Alton. That
the Alten Shot and lLead Hanufacturing Company was inccrporated 145 January 1836, with
Benijardn Gilmar as one of the srincivals, was xrobaply c£uie 1

1

loan of Mssveral hundred thou-and dollars" was made Y
3loo snd o8mpany, who planned a MAnNoeuvre in produce st
in lead -- and dcubtles. syawned the I1linois Zuxcriing lompany {incorrorated 18 Januvary
1536) for the processing of fiour, wool, hemp and other agricultural producis. Ancther

sxing, and the enly one to ever actually tske up business, was the Alton Marine and

oy

under?y 4
7ire Insurance (ompany, chartered 7 Zebruary 15%6, ienj.Gilman, president,

18%7 -- destined to end Alton's dreams =- began well encughe Cn 27 rFebruary, the
T1linois Legislature passed the ict for a General System of Internal Inprovements,
providing millions to widen rivers and tuild turnpikes and railroads, and envisioning
Galenz, Cairo, Chicago, and, of course, Alton as the chief beneficiaries, Alton slone was
to become the terminal of ihree railroads: the Scuthern Cross extending to Mt.Carmel,

a second line conmecting it te Shawneetown, and a third to intersect with the Central
wailroad between Gamlena and Cairo. The National xoad, ther located as far ss Vandslia,

wis to cross the Mississippl at Alton, asccording to a formal reguest to Congress by the
ate Lepislature. The year ~1so saw Alton in command of a large proyortion of the trade
the Upper Mississippl and I1linois rivers, a position that wos somewhat 1llusory,
bolstered as it was by the lead and ag-icultural wrchinstions of Godfrey, Gilman and
friends. Those same machinations eventu:lly failing, the commodities, which had been

O

purchased at prices inflated by 50-75% in order to ctrip St.louis of them, were sold

Mat a ruinous sacrifice.” And then came the Fanic of 1827 . Followero by the murder of
©1ijah Lovejoy during a pro-slavery riot, 7 November 1837, leaving Alteon with a very
black mark amongst the moneyed =-- and abolitionist -~ circles of the northeast. 1837 also
saw the State Legislature rescind its 1834 decision and select Springficld as the state
capital. Although the Internal Imprevements Act was not repealed until 1840 ~- with

T1iinois on the brink of insolvency -- and the Illinois State Bank was not liquidated
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until 1842 -= tozether with the 3hawneetown 3ank, also unfortunale to have had a major
branch at Alton -- Alton's visions of Mississippian hegemony died in 1537,

After several years of stagnation, business again revived in the 1840's and from that
time on the city enjoyed relatively constant and far wmore ratienal growth, A river port
from its very inception, Alten developed a substantial trade, registering 1,818 stearboat
arrivals in 1853, not counting the 3t.Louis packets, which ad begun operdting in 1833
(by comparison, in 185k St.louis registered 3,000 arrivals and Cairo had 3,79%), 1853 in
Alton also saw two largze flouring mills in operation, substantial industries for the
production of lime and agricultural machinery, receipts of wheat, corn and oats that ranged
from 250,000 to 300,000 tushels of each, ani a goodly packing business that processed
27.000 tead of hogs and 3.0C0 nead of caltle

.
i steady increase in vopulation -- 3,386 in 1830, ca.6.0C0 in 1858 and D.OCO in
1867 -~ parzalieled the censolidation of this strong economic position. To zome cdegres,
both w“re the result of a steady influx of German immigrants that extendeld to most of the
Misile Mississippi Valley. Germans were in Alton by 1336 but th largest contingents
arrived during the late 1840's and earl' 1350's, a?ﬂarentlv persuaded by a coacgnerucd
newspaper campaizn aimed at attracting thenm, Their nurbers ware 1a‘be enough 45 support

three Jerman-language NewWsSpapeTs, the Alton Freie Fresse, Illinois 3eokh ﬂchw.'l ani Alton
Bapner, edited respectively by Theodors Canisius, John %eis and John rold, and in 1857
the German-americans were described as 4ilion's "dominating element." ﬁunterstown wag Lhe
certer for the recent immisrants, a fact borne out by the increasing activity there from
1842-55, the extant dbuilding stock, and such typical Hunterstown names as Merxle, Jietz,
Faulstich, dchoeffler, deisback, AetzenhammeY, U.S.W,

Alton during the 1350's, rarely indnﬁring in the fantasies of the 1530's -- though
they surfaced at least once, when the city organized the 1856 Iliincis State rair ”1n tha
spirit of making 3t.louis, io., a mers suburb of Alton" —-~ had nonetheless established
itself as one of aniaf muanicipalities. I'ne surest sign of that is that Alten
was selected as for the 7th and final Lincoln-Douglas Debate, 15 October 1850,
Though the city Deugzlas, the pro-slavery sentiments rampant when Levejoy was
murdered had bee for: ilton, adjacent to slave-holding Hissouri, was a major
terminal on ! yund Hailway.s

During tha Alton was garrisoned and served as a rendezvous camp, bul that

riod is nuw L.ao ied with the military prison established at the 0ld Illinois
Dtatu Pepitentiary (nn 5: ional kegister, entered 12-31-74), The presence of troops and
the ioneral activities of war flushed Allon's econony -~ SO long as the war lasted -- but
the return of pence revealed the devastation of the vital north-south trade and Alton,
like so many obther Mississippi River towns, fell uvon hard timas,

The massive slump brought on by the war ]aqted into the early 137C's, at which time
the city began to successfully shift its economic base from dependence on the river and
commerce to the railroad and industry. The first railroad into Alton, the Chicago and
Mississippi, later part of the extensive Chicago and Alton, was congleted in 1852, but
the Mississippi Wiver -~ which the road did not bridge -~ and then the Civil War s2em to
have lessened its iripact. BSceonomic growth during the last third of the century was such,

thoush, that by 1911 alton was served by no less than 12 separate lines, which in 1910

A
£
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had accumilated a fre’,rt tonnzge of 2,783,132 tons.
Flour milling, stone guarrying, agricultural implements, and the burning of lime

had been imvortant pre-s:r industries -- continuing, in sore cases, in prominence to the
p*e“nr* me und these were augmensed in the 1870's and early 125G's both by new branches
un of the old. Chief among new indvsiries was the 11linois Glass Compan
1873, and soor tc become the largest hollow-ware glass manufactery in the werld.
tan. additions included the Alton Box Manufaciuring Company (1£72), the Lapzood
1874), aed Alton City Mills {1831, lster known as Stanard-Tilton). y 1911,

ot

-
o5
=
I

Flow C mnany 1,

the Alteorn manufacturing 3latr1ct, with 102 establishments and an annual output of 35 to

Lo million dollars, was fifth in the state in ths value of finished rroducuo. Froduecing
ore-seventh ¢f the U.3.]ead outnuug ranking 5% in the nation in f“cu“ Pro ;tlon, ani

Srd in the st in mezt-packing (behind Chicago and Sast St.louls sJ, A tents mejer products

W
included oll, parer, mining tocls, shtovels, heavt hammers, rglerad trace
€ ry pr

5 [ s <
teols £ 2 o} machinzr foundry products, ice, weoodenware lows
[y 3 v b L] ¥ ¥ k]
cartris 5 j b , brick, cigars, barrels i
Tk are (o“ VG TR toric

ion in tn,

cenerat

&

hoernes ne JOCiuJOFS X Jst ial and
co~mereial wagrotes was the same as that chozen by ed

was State ““Lh . or Chrictian Hill, under sepsrate nomi

and generally pre-l

- WoTrRing class Ze
of Alton as it devsloped duiir

toyn nels
~

st an
excellent 5

, Alton hus
prwnﬂ*e and

prown 00, and grown signi¢jcantly; hut
of the city's oldest neighborhoods
&

OF SeaCTAL STGHIFICAND S

corresvonding man, srere more than one arsa of sigrificance attaches,
Tirst.

1. SAMUEL WaDis HCULE
1419 Henry
Built cu.1545; since modified

Samuel Wade was one of Alton's plonser settlers, arriving in 1821, and is

justly considered one of the thy s founders and builders. A carpenter by trade.

he iater entered into the packing business with bis brother-in-law, Shenczer
Marsh (v.No.2). Marsh and Yade also established the Alton bank (1£52), the forme.
acting as first president and the latter as sccond (1%77-8%).

Samuel vade alsc sarved several years on the city council and four terms

as Mayor of Alton (1849-51, 1855, and 1857).

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE
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2 LanNEZER MARSH HCUSE
1403 Henry
Built in 1836; greatly alterred

sbenazer Marsh, who settled at Alton in 18322 and originally engagsd in the drug
business, was onz of the key fisures in the davelopment of Illinois and Alton
banking., in 1635, he was one of the organizers and secretary of the Alton Marino
and rire Irns
barn«ing that w
with the [11

urance LCompany, an early and 1nadiq’* institution in insurance and
a icceeded by thne Alton Ba (v.«o 1). ¥arsh was also involved
inois State Bark establizhed by uov.ﬂuncan in 1833, succezding
fra oresident in 1839, The scandal-ridden banx -- erbroiled
s divert upper Mississippi River trade frem St.louls to
oy the Jtate Legislalure in 1842, as was Illinois' oiher

FISTCRICAL SIGLIRLICANCE

Za JIL IAM A, HisEoSLL PLAYHCUSE
209 Henry
Built ca.128C; Lucas Ffeiffenberger, architect
Cn National negister, entered 7-30-74,

AVIITTMITN Y 4 TR T T Yo,
ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

I, LYMAN TRUMBULL HOUSH
1105 Henry T
Built i1 18205 modified in 1849
ric Landmark, entered 5-15-75

o]
HISTCRICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL SICNIFICANCE

5. JaME3 FORRLS HOUSE
1007 Henry
Buile in 1871

Mr.¥orbes was the founder of St.louis' Jomes H,Forbes Teoa and Coffze Co. ie
lived, however, in Alton.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

6o HENRY CALVIN PRISST HOUSE
519 Henry
Date of construction unknown

H.CuPriest settled at Alton in 18 35, entering the lumber firm of his uncle,
YeCeSweetser, He later becane a partnpr and, in 1885, the sole cwner. Lumber was
a rel atlvelJ important early indus try in Alton, and Sweetser and FPriest was one
of the city's leading fivas.

ARCHITWCTURAL AND HISTPCRICAL SIGNIFICANCE
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7. CHARLIS KOLOEN HLUSE
%00 Henr
Built ca.1880

Charles Holden was a printer and publisher. Brought from Bngland as a boy Iin
1841, he was apprenticed to the Alton Telezraph {founded in 1876 and still
pu511uh1r -} and was associated with the paper, with interruptionsz in FMissourl
and Springfield, Ill., until 1380, the last 14 years as a partner. Ino 1520, he

,ened his own pr:ntﬂng offlce. de was also postmaster of Alton, c¢ity treasurer
for eight terms, and a leadi member of the city council,

SIISTCRICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL SIGI‘JIFICANCE

B, CHARLIS AUGUSTUS CALDWSLL HOUSE
o =
1420 Renry
- - -
Suilt cullobd

settled at Alton in 135G, entering tl
<
, ugon organiz:

2
er. in 1:65, he
5 ¢

T T TN fa iy AN A Mss ATy Y
:‘.J..:r;u:.,-“_mi; AL ARCE. JRGTURAL SIGNL

TRt T o7 ey
9« Wity ks BLA I"‘( le'\.'D

¥y, Blajir is best remembered in Alton 7Y his dedication to the cause of public
scnools, serving on the board of educaticn for 12 years, most of thez time zs

its presidant.
ANCEITLCTUZAL SIMNIFICALKCS
10. <.w2318Y BZALL HCUSE

170C Liberty
Fuilt ca.l890

¥r.2eall was president of the Heall Toel and Metal rroducts Cempany.
ARCIITACTURAL SIGRIFICARGE
11. HOSES G. ATWCOD HCUSE

1750 Liberty
Built in 1852

M.G.Atwood was one of the orbanlzers and first secretary of the 1llinois Yutual
¥ire lnsurance Cowmpany  the oldest such fer in the state. By 1806, he was
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11. Continued

president of the company, whose operations exltended as far as Chicago. Hzavy
involvement in that latter city led to the firm's demise after the CGreat Fire
of 1871. The main office was orizinally located in Middletown -- possibly in
the structure at 1715 Likerty and certainly at that location -- and this and
the rearby homes of its executives led to the areas desisnation as "Insurcnceville."

HISTORICAL AND ARCHITZICTURAL SIGHIFICNACE

12. LEWIS KoLLzZn3AZHGAR HCUSEH
E07 Grove
Built ca.l%50

lewis ﬁellenberger settled at Alton in 1835, entering the emgloy.of Jehn Dean
, 0f 5t.louls. He later became prominent in the real

nsurances busines eh, was instrumental in promoting the city's

n d as Mavor of Alton (1860-G2).

AT T T R P T
ARCoRITEC U AL SIGNIFICANCE

14, CAPT, ALPRET DOW (CCL.3TaFHxN H, LONG) HCUSE

00 Frankliin

Zuilt ca.lo50
Captain Dow was a steamboat captain. Col. long, cne of the most noted engineers
of hid time, moved into the house in 1662, Having taught mathematics early in
his career, he made surveying expeditions up the Mississippl River (1€17) and to
the Rocky Mountains (1819-20), where Lonz's Peak was named for him. A con-
sulting engineer for several “Jﬁlroadq, he was named Chief of Torcgraphical
Engineers of the United States Army in 1861, subseguently supplying 1,406 maps
to armices in the field,

HISTORICAL AND ARCHITSOTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

HARRY M. TARGUSCN HOUSE
£28 sast 15%
Built before 1912

b
\
.

H,H.Ferguson was invelved in railroading, {irst with the Alton office of the
Chicago and Alton, later in St.louls, and then as acting manager of the Bluff
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15, Continued

line =i, In 1894, he organized Alton's I1linois Terminal %zilrocad and
as vice-rresident and general MAnageT.

e T ATty ASTUTTICTURAL 3IGRIFICANIE
HISTCRICAL ARD ASOUTTEOTURAL SIGKITICH L NOL

(]

LTTON SHITH RIACH ROUSH
727 Largdon
Huili ca.lbbb

-
.

™

Nr.ixon was a local architect of seme prominenca. This house 1s noesrly
jdentiical to the Hdward Hellister House (No.20, q.v.).

iTTmL oAl 3
A\C“ ol lunial 0

T AT A AW
dldiaa DAl

—t
~J

ST IT AN
NREETEE JEROT V) U

L4
9.4

1ed at Alton in 1835, becoming a deale
- his busiress *to include hardware and &
e

Later ﬁxlaﬂuﬂﬂu
ths city's moust succ sgful merchanis.

TR o AN RN e
ARCIEIT CTU AN ARD HIST TORICA v, STONI IFICANC

19, JCEN D

WIMEOHD HOUSE AND CCACH HOUSTE
L2 Aast 12+
Built in 15853 Lucas Pfeiffenberger architect

vr.Drommond was a prominent 5+ .louis tobacco merchant, preferring, ho
to live in Alton.
ARCHITZCTUHAL SIGRIFICANCE
20, EDwARD HOLLISTaR HCUSE
549 Fast 12¢
Built ca.1362

sdward Hollister was Mayor of Alton for three terms, 18673-66.

ARCHITHOTUSRAL ARD HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

TR SIEYLT

Weve T,



Farrn No. 10-300a

[Rev. 10-74)
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR FOR NPS USE ONLY
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
. RECEIVED
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM DATE ENTERED
SIGRIFICANCE 8 10
CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER PAGE

2l.

22,

M)
N
L]

b,

CHARLLSG PHINNEY HCUSZH
Lis East 129
Built in 1854

Charles Phinney settled at Alton in 1833 and conducted a wholesale grocery
business, eventually known as rkinney and Barr and one of the most prominent
in the area, from that time until his death in 1904,

UISTOALCAL AND ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

R. GUY HUSKXINSCN HGUSE
503 Dast 12%
Date of construc urknown; probably ¢«,1500

tion
ALCHITEOTURAL SIGNIFICANCE
J.W.CARY HCUSE
1% sast 129
Built by 1891

Joseph Cary was engaged in the jeweler's business in Alton from 1870 to 1835,
then transferring his business to St.louis and extendirg it fo wholesale watch
materials and jewelers' manufacturing. Though preminently involved in 5t.Louis!
commercial life, he continued to reuide at Alton.

ARCHITECTURAL AND HISTCRICAL SIGNIFICANCE

EDMOND BZALL HCUSE
Lo7 Bast 12w
Built c2.1910; L.Pfeiffenverger and Sons, architects

ndmond Beall was a scion of one of Alton's earliest (arrived 1813) and most
prominent families, also prominesnt, however, in his own right., In business, he
was identified with the firm of Beall Brothers, manufacturers of miners' tools
and supplies, shovels, spades, and railway supplies, founded in 1672 and cne
of the city's more important manufactories. Politically, ne served three
successive terms as Mayor of Alton and was also a State Senator.

HISTCRICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

AUGUSTUS T. NCRTON HOUSL
4Olr Fast 10b
Built ca.l833; present appearance dates from Civil War era
A.T.Norton was extremely important in the affairs of the Presbyterian Church,

having established more congregations in {llinois and nearby states than any
other man. His first work in the state was at Naples, followed by duties in
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Continued

Grigmsville, Pittsfield, and St.louis before being called to Alton in 1835.

HI3TORICAL AND AZCHITZCTURAL SIGNIFICANCE EQUALLY

The original owner has not been determined. Mr.Gossrau, a native of Saxony,
was arn active and leading member of Alton's German community. Dest rewombered
Az a muqi“”f% -= he was dirsctor of the Alton MHnnerchor -- he was zlso one
of the founders of the Alton Germania 3uilding and Loan Association

PURTTSCTURAL AND HISTCRICAL SIGNIF1CANCE

T

Ihe vrovenznce of this house is unclear, but it is a fipe and re sentative
i

it

example ¢f the type encountered in Alton's old worxing-class ne
muntersionn,

rres
ghborhood of

T

n..'\b..A.':_v-G.—;nL CERE iIfIr‘A

LLVEICY MonukIng

in Alton hationzl Cemetery, head of Mconument Street
n T
o]

Frected in 15¢6-7; X.P.Bringhurst, sculptor, St.louis

fiijak loveioy, publisher of the Alton Cbserver and a leading abolitionist,

was murdsred by a pro-slavery mcb during the celebrated rict of 7 hevenber
1537, making him ore of the first martyrs in the cause of freedom from slavery.
The site of his assassination is in¢luded in the Christian Hill Historic
Distriet, under separate nominaticn.

he monument, erected by a coalition of black and white citizens, celcbrates
his service in the cause of abolition as much as it commemnrates his death,

SIGNIFICANCE: URpAnN FURNITU:G
THANLA HALL
401 Kidge
. . A
Built in 1£67

Turner Hall was the social and cultural center of Alton's large and influential
German community (for which, see HISTCRY above) and as such witnessed innumerable




b

Forni No. 10- 300a

{Rev. 10-74}

UNITED STATLES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
: NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

NG ITEM NUMBER O

T AT T
CONTINUATION SHEET ‘?I“* ITPICA

FOR NP5 USE ONLY

AECEIVED

DATE ENTERED

pace 12

30,

3

A
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1.

AN

b,

Continued

evants still fondly remembercd. The Turnverein

1855.

3

itself was organized before

HISTCRICAL ARCHITACTURAL SIGHRIFICANCE

NATHARIEDL HANSCH HCUSE (3503 AFAITNONTS)

325 nast 3rd

Auilt befors 106%; upper flecor added after 1G10

AVCHITICTURAL SIGNTFICANCE

PIAST UNITAZIAN CUHUHCH

156 Zast 3rd

Juilt in 130%; Mr.udess of 3t.loule, architect
The present church incorperates parts of two previous bhuildings: St.H
Cathelic Church, which burped in 1253, ard the original Wnitarian Chursh,
Shf)rtly aftcr vhav fit‘e.

ARCUITRCTU AL S IGHIFICANCE

KiNJALL'S CRACKon FACTORY

201-07 Yast Broadway

Built ca,l864

ARCHITZCTURAL SICHILFICANCE

o
S

HepitY WATSON BCU

6238 Alby
Built in 1882;

Henry “Watson
of railroads. His pumerous
Ailton 28 between Jicominglen
at Mattoon {111.) and Waverly (Mo.J), the
the 3t.louls Union Depot. He was also the
quarries and of the Alton Water Works,
Cement Company.

AHCHITHECTURAL AND HISTCHICAL SIGRIFICANCE ELUALLY
ISAAC SCARRITY HOUSE
1025 George

Built ca,.1860

Isaanc Scarritt was
of public education.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGRIFICANCE

L.Ffeiffenberger and Sgns, architects

was a stone mason vy trade and did considerable work for a
and Spirley, the railroad shops

owner of one of
and president of the Alton Lime and

Alton's largest

numnnaer

projects included the bridges of the Chicago and
of the Big Four
Merchants' 3ridge at St.louls, and

a prominent merchant and banker, active in the advancement
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35, WILLIAM SCONKTAG HOUSE
518 lenry
Built ca.1¥%0

William ZJonntag, another of the leaders of Alton's German community, came %o

the city from Saxony in 1866, working at first in the local woolen mills and

soon progre;sing to a partnership in the mill of F.K.HWichols. In 1879, he

entered the real estate and insurance business in partrership with ¥.hudershausen,
their firm going on to become one of Allon's most successful. Mr.Sonntag also
served as Deputy Collector of Internal Revenue under Fresident Benjamin Harrizcn,

HISTCYIZAL AND ARCHITZCTURAL SIGNIFTCANCE
GraCEy HMITHCOIST CHUXCH

700 Eenry
Built in 1880; Lucasz Pfeiffenberger, arcnitect

‘55“

]

ARCHIMTLCTURAL SIGLIIICANCE
A7 HISILN

"T
Date of ccnstruction unknown; probably hefore 18L0

ARCHITECTURAL SICNIFICARCE

.
:

}
g
i
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% on Adams Court to Spring, S on Spring to the S line of 307 Spring, & on this and N on
the £ line of the same vroperty to Adams Court, % on Adams Court to Central, S on Central
to the 5 line of 309 Central, E on this and N on the E line of the same property to Adams
Court, E on Adams Court to the interior property lines W of Cherry, S on these and the

W line of 1026 Zast 3Broadway to Breadway, E on Broadway to the & line of 1106 Zast Broadway,

H on this, the interior property lines o of Cberry and the W line of 1113 Zast 4% to 4w,
% eon b2 to the o line of 1312 Zast 4%, N on this to Hunter Court, W on Hunter Court to
the interior property lines E of Monument, N on these to 5%, N,¥ & then S on the property
lines of the Lovejoy Monument, 5 on the intsrior property lines W of Monument to Eunter
Court, ¥ cn Munter Court te the ¥ “ine of 1012 Zast ¢, 3 on this to L%, W on 4u to Cak,
H en Cak to Hunter Court, ¥ on Hunter Court to Spring, N on Sprirg to juiney Court, E on
SJuincy Court to Cak, N on Cak to 6%, 5 on 6% to the first propsrty line E of 6th, N on
this and the interior proverty lines & of Cak to the N line of 615 Cak, W on this to Cak,
S on Cak to Humbeldt Court, W on Humboaldt Court to the intericr property lines W of Cak,
5 on these to 6%, W on 6th to the irierior progerty lires E of Sering, N on these to the
N line of 627 Soring, W on this and the N line of £1% 3yring to the interior progerty
lines Y of Spring, 5 on these to Humbeldt Court, W on Humboldt Court to the I line of
707 Last 7%, ¥ on this te /%, W on 7% to Liberty, 5 on Liberty to the interior property
lines I of 7%, @ on these to the © line of 609 Zast &84, N on this to 8B, W on 3th to
Henry, K on Henry to 9%, E on 9th to the interior property lires E of Henry, N on these
to the 3 line cf 1007 Henry, B on this to the interior property lines W of Liberty, N on
these and the W line of 711 East Union te Unisn, B on Union to Liberty, N on Liberty to
the first property line N of Union, E on this to the interior property lines Z of Liberty,
M on these to Pearl, W on fearl te Liberty, N on Liberty to Carolire, W on Caroline to
the interior property lines W of Liherty, I on these to 12th, K on 12% to Liberty, N on
Iiberty to Royal, @ on Hoyal to the inlerior property lines £ of Liberty, M on these and
the B lines of 711 & 712 Buclid to 16th, = on 16th to a line 5 feet E of and parallel

to the © wall of the Church at Blair and Maple, N on this line to the interior proparty
lines § of ¥#lair, T on thess and the 5 lire of 1630 Central to Central, N on Central

to the interior property lines N of Grove, W on these to interior property lines b of
Maple, N on Lhese and the T line of 300 rranklin to the interior property lines N of
Franklin, W on these to the W line of 726 Franxklin, S on this and the interior property
lines ¥ of Maple to the interior property lines N of Grove, ¥ on these and the N line of
1750 Iiberty to the interior property lines W of Likerty, 5 on these to the interior
proverty lines 5 of d#lair, W on these to the interior property lines E of lenry, N on
these to Blair, W on Blair to the interior property lines W of Henry, 5 on these and
Langden to the N line of 1300 Langdon, W on this and 5 on the W line of the same property
to 13th, W on 1*%* and the interior property lines N of 12t% to the W line of 410 Eazt 12w,
S on this and George to the interior propsrty lines N of 11, W on these and the N line
of 1100 Alton to the interior property lines W of Alton, S on these to 9%, E on G¥ to
the interior property lines E of Alten, N on these to 10w, B con 10% to the & line of

L40% East 10%, N on this to the interior property lines N of 1C%, E on these to the
interior property lines W of Langdon, 5 on thase to the interior property lines S of 10b,
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W opn these to the E line of 414 Bast 9%, 5 on this tc g, ¥ on 9% to the W line of

431 Cast 9B, S on this and the W line of Lo8 Zamst 8v to B, ¥ on 8% to the W linc of
727 Bast £, 5 on this to the interior property line S of 3%, © on these and the 5 line
of 712 Mechanic to the W line of 450 East 7%, S on this to 7%, W on 7 to ¥echanic, 5 on
Mechunic to the N line of 612-1k Mechepic, ¥ on this to the W line of 412 hast 6%,

5 on this to 6%, W on 6t to the interior property lines ¥ of Gecrge, 5 on these to the
iptorior property lines KW of Court, 54 on these to the interior property lines N oof Bty
W on tnese to the interior property lines E of 4Alby, N on these and the L line of

123% Bast 8% to the N line of 20S Alby, W on this and the N line of 814 ilby to the
interior preperty lines W of Alby, S opn these to 6%, W on €% £o the ¥ line of Harket,

S on the W lire of Mariket and the mid-line between Market's two Tec.W.'s 5 of Lt to
Third and ther % on Third te the paint of commencement.

H.B,: Un
H

lezs otharwise specified, all boundary segments aleng streets and alleys follow
+ Yy -
£ i

. mid-line of those streets and alleys.
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ACREAGE OF HOMINATED PROPERTY
UTM REFERENCES

NI R Y T R N R

Z0NE  EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING
c|l ;| N N J ol | Ll s b bl oty L

VERBAL BOLJNDAH\’ DESCRIPTION
Beginning wt the intersecction of 3rd and Alby, the boundary extends S on Alby to Broadway,
E on Broadway to the W line of. 121 East Broadway, 3 on this to the interior rroperiy lines
S of droadway, I on these and the 5 line of 117 Zaston to the E line of 217 East Sroadway,
N on this to Ireadwzy, E on Broadway to the % line of 400 Sast Broadway, N on this to the
interior propsriy l;neu N of Broadway, Z on these te Lanzdon, X on Langdon to the alley
N of Third, % on this to Henry, I on Henry to 4th, E on & to *idge, 5 on Ridge to the N

sa

line of 319 Zidge, E on this and then 5 ¢n the E line of ths same rreperty to Adams Court
LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

STATE CODE CLUNTY CODE
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illinois Jepartment of Censervation 31 July 1577
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CITY OR TOWN STATE
Chicago Illinois

LPASTATE BISTORICPRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
NATIONAL STATE LOCAL

As the designated State Mistoric Preservation Officer for the ivaticnal Historic Presesvation Act of 1966 {Public Law 89-665]. |
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MIDDLETOWN HISTORIC DISTRICT BOUNDARY EXTENSION
Alton, Madison County, Illinois

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic
Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), I hereby ncminate this property
for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedurgs set forth by the National Park Service.
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The evaluated significahce of this property within the state is local.
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Historical information and description of buildings and landscape features in proposed
District extension: ‘

Lower Market Street and Mini-Park
Current Owner: City of Alton

The present District boundary proceeds down the center of Market Street including only the
upper portion of the street. At 132 feet, Market Street is the widest street in Alton,
still acting as.promenade from the old river landing area. Near Market's intersection
with Third Street, Alton's first Market louse once provided a public gathering place en-
compassing areas both above and below a natural escarpment which divided Market Street and
today causes its two levels. Market Street is stepped just as the buildings on the north
side of Third Street and today, between its upper and lower levels, a mini-park-green space
provides the same relief near the 0ld "Y" as do the garden reveals bordering the other

similarly scaled semi-public buildings to the east continuing up "Pagan Hill" in the present
District. :

YMCA Building (The Old "Y" Building)

2-8 West Third Street

Current Owmer: Mr, and Mrs, Johnno Yakubian 407 E. 12th St., Alton, Illinois
Suildiig is currentiy for sale and under eption for rehabilitative reuse
as apartment complex.

Constructed in 1908 after a fund ralsing drive which galvanized Alton to action, the Alton
YMCA became a focal point for community activity for over half a century, featuring the first
indoor heated swimming pool (20X60) in the area, two bowling alleys, reading room and parlors
"furnished in best quality of 01d Mission furniture" and "one of the best gymnasiums 1in South-
ern Illinois", A fine example of early Twentieth Century Georgian Revival interpreted here
in monumental-residential scale, the 01d "Y" building is a three-story-over-raised-basement
building of red Alton brick with white Alton limestone detailing and foundation. The build-
ing consists of a mair (south) block and a rear {(north) recessed block. Including 1914
fenestration changes and rear block additions following a disastrous fire that year, the
main block features Georglan-Palladian to Federal styling details. in applied limestcne and
terra cotta while the recessed north block or rear wing is more commercially designed. The
effect of finely detailed Georgilan-Palladian-styling details of white limestone from Alton
quarries symmetrically arplied to graduated window openings and unadorned Federally styled
facades of red brick supplied by the well known Alton Brick Co. highlight and residentialize
the principal elevations. The eight Palladian styled arched windows springing,as they do,
from the lipped stone beltcourse give the effect of Jeffersonian st; le "French' doors
opening onto an emplaced terrace. In 1964, the organ’zation moved to a new building and

the old YMCA was put up for sale and later purchased by its present owner. Still vacant

and unreused after almost 20 years, the building is a grim reminder of the many vacant com-
ercial spaces it overlooks in the old Downtown central business district (still only part-
lally revitalized), however its prcsent optioned purchase as a certified historic building
ould allow rechabilitative reuse as an apartment compqu.
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12 West Third Street
Current Owner: Wuellner Family, 301 Piasa Street, Alton, Illinois

Directly to the east of the Snyder Block is a two story brick commercial building above
rubblestone foundation of early Twentieth Century vintage with applied stone veneer. On
the street facade a recessed entrance and a former storefront are placed beneath two double
window openings on the second floor. Applied stone pilasters with recessed panels on the
ground floor support an intermediate stone frieze and cornice at sill height of the second
floor windows. At the second floor level pilasters 'support" the entire building frieze
and originally in addition they "supported” a dentiled projected cornice which -has been
removed along with the hip roof and three matching stone flues, The building is presently
vacant.

The Snyder Block (Snyder's Department Store)
301-3 Piasa Street
Current Owner: Bert Wuellner

The Snyder Block was constructed in 1901 on the site of the former Crossman Auction louse

(by 1884, John Snyder and Co. Drygoods) which had burned earlier. It was 'one of the most
substantial and attractive in its appearance in Alton."” "It stands at the corner of Piasa
and Third Streets, and is the first of modern buildings to be erected in this, the acknecw-
ledged center of trade and business.” The Snyder building with 1ts crenelated turret is

still one of the most reccgnizable in Alton and contilanues to be used as a drygoods emporinm
under the same name in the old style of doing business by the third generation of the builder.

The three story brick building at street level contains cast iron trimmed and pilastered
wooden store fronts. The building utilizes an iron post and beam system and incorporates

an ornamented corner column which supports the massive corner turret overlaid in tin, shaped
to simulate stone detailinz., Raised joint profiles in continuous 'courses" of varying
height and varying "stone" length and smooth store '"pattern' is interupted by "rough-cut”
sections trimmed witl: panel mold. The remarkable turret 1s more projected from,than appliad
to, the building by the brick detailed stringcourses of the building above the store froat,
between the second and third stories and above the tlLird story, being continued in simulated
brick rowlock and sawtooth around the turret. Also, a series of sheet metal vents in the
masonry 1s continued around the turret just below the encompassing decorated cast iron
cornice. The turret rises an additional story through 1ts own projected circular cornice,
matching in design the one below, to finally terminate in saw-tooth crenelation. Inside,

on the main floor of the building, the present owner may still be observed on his elevated
bookkeeping-cashier platform above the wood floored selling floor, overlooking the same type
of stock his grandfather supervised at the turn of the century.
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Justification For Boundary Extension

The boundary extension down "Pagan Hill" is the natural continuation of a unique hill-
side streetscape evolving from private secular use to seml-public secular use over 150 years.
In early days, Piasa Street was a shallow stream (Piasa Creek) crossed by footbridges at
Third Street and emptying into the Mississippi near where in 1783 Jean Baptiste Cardinal
built the first dwelling on a site then called "pPiasa". By the 1830's, frame residences
climbed the hill accompanylng the two stone churches near a large Greek Revival Market House
astride 132 foot wide Market Street (the widest street in Alton) which proceeds as a prom-—
enade from the Commons landing area on the riverfront, and was even then on two levels
caused by an escarpment across the hillside. When Alton Catholics sold their old church
near the peak of the hill to the Unitarians and built a new church (St. Peter's and St. Paul's)
on top of the hill (Christian Hill") on the other side of the valley of the Piasa, the steep
hill became known as "Pagan Hill". By the early 1850's, Piasa Creek had been contained in a
glant culvert by Captain Benjamin Godfrey who laid his rails atop it down newly constructed
Piasa Street. Although it was proposed to regrade Third Street to a more navigable grade,
the owner of a bordering property objected because his residence as well as the church at
the corner of Third and Market would have been left "high and dry" above the new grade.
Formerly a gathering place but by then a smelly nulsance, the old Market House near the
Third and Market intersection was razed and in Civil War times great Italianate mansions
were constructed where Miller's Mutual Insurance headquarters, City Hall, and the old Post
Office are today., AS commercial usage apread along Piaca Street and John Snvder anchored
the hillside with his turreted dry goods emporium (1901) proceeding up Third Street, the
sites of the antique frame houses and the great mansions were reused in Alton brick and
limestone construction for civic, commercial, and semi-public purposes. The two stone
churches remained as a continuum. Today, the three block west face of '"Pagan Hill" look-
ing north (two blocks to the center of Market Street are already in the Middletown Naticnal
Register District) is composed of indigenous Alton brick and limestone combinations. From
the horizontal bulk of Miller's Mutual's red brick and white smoothed limestone Beaux—-Arts
Classic Revival fac»de above the simple rubblestone symmetry of the venerable Unitarian
Church (cited #31 in nomination), the north side of steep West Third Street is a stepped
procession of integrated-in-scale buildings to spacnd reveals between them (open space
side !"gardens'), as well as the indentations of Alby Street and Market Street as they pro-
ceed north; i.e. - the Unitarian Church's "garden" reveal atop its rubblestome retaining
wall - Alby Street - the 0ld Post Office of Mid-Georgian styling heritage in tan brick and
cut limestone - 1ts''garden' reveal atop a cutstone-topped rubblestone retaining wall - the
Episcopal Church's “garden''reveal - the Gothic abbey etyled rubblestone Episcopal Church -
142 foot wide Market Street on its two levels where the proposed extension begins, part of
its width utilized by a mini-park echoing the other landscape reveals along the hillside--
the Fed -rally styled mass of the 0ld "Y" building in red brick and cut and smoothed white
limestone - a recently vacant lot flanked by a rubblestone retaining wall - the small com-
mercial building of finished stone veneer, and the decorated brick with rough—cut stone trin
side elevation of Snyder's Block, terminating in its simulatad stone tin crenelated turret
on the Third and Piasa street corner; anchoring "Pagan Hill".
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Alton Telegraph, Centennial Edition, January, 1936, Alton, Illinois

Alton Telegraph, Apr. 11, 1908; Mar. 28, 1914; Mar. 30, 1914; July 9, 1914; Mar. 29, 1915;
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Reid, James Allan, Alton, Illinois Illustrated, 1912, St. Louis, Mo. and Alton, Ill,,
James Allan Reid

Special Edition of Alton Telegraph, September 1928, Alton, Illinois

The New YMCA Building of Alton,1908, St. Louis, Mo., Perrin and Smith Press
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Young, J.M., Alton Illinois Iliustrated, 1907, Alton, Illinois J. M. Young and Co,
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It is hereby proposed that the boundary of the Middletown Historic District of Alton
(listed on the National Register September 17, 1977) be revised and extended to include
the balance of the north side of Third Street along "Pagan Hill" including the following
properties: Balance of Market Street, 2-8 W. Third (former YMCA Building), 12 W. Third,
and 301-303 Piasa (Snyder's Department Store); the extension being described as follows,

At a southwest corner of the present district, beginning at a point in the center
of the intersections of Market Street and Third Street proceeding west down Lhe center
of West Third Street 319 feet to the center of Piasa Street; then north 81.25 feet;
then east from the center of Piasa Street along the northern facade of the Snyder Build-
ing 113 feet to the northeast corner of the Snyder Building; then north 80 feet; then
east 206 feet to the center of Market Street, then south 161.25 feet to the place of

beginning.
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It is hereby proposed that the boundary of the Middletown Historic District of Alton
(listed on the Natiomal Register September 17, 1977) be revised and extended to include
the balance of the north side of Third Street along "Pagan Hill" including the following
properties: Balance of Market Strcet, 2-8 W, Third (former YMCA Building), 12 W. Third,
and 301-303 Piasa (Snyder's Department Store); the extension being described as fellows;

At a southwest corner of the present district, beginning at a point in the center
of the intersections of Market Street and Third Street proceeding west down the center
of West Third Street 319 feet to the center of Piasa Street; then north 81.25 feet;
then east from the center of Piasa Street along the northern facade of the Snyder Build-
Ing 113 feet to the northeast corner of the Snyder Building; then north 80 feet; then
east 206 feet to the center of Market Street, then south 161.25 feet to the place of

beginning.
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12 West Third Street
Current Owner: Wuellner Family, 301 Piasa Street, Alton, Illinois

R

Directly to the east of the Snyder Block 1s a two story brick commercial building above
rubblestone foundation of early Twentieth Century vintage with applied stone veneer. On
the street facade a recessed entrance and a former storefront are placed beneath two double
window openings on the second floor. Applied stone pilasters with recessed pancls on the
ground floor support an intermediate stone frieze and cornice at sill heipght of the second
floor windows. At the second floor level pilasters 'support' the entire building frieze
and originally in addition they "supported" a dentiled projected cornice which -has been
removed along with the hip roof and three matching stone flues. The bullding is presently
vacant. :

The Snyder Block (Snyder's Department Store)
301-3 Piasa Street
Current Owner: Bert Wuellner

The Snyder Block was constructed in 1901 on the site of the former Crossman Auction House

(by 1884, John Snyder and Co. Drygoods) which had burned earlier. It was "one of the most
substantial and attractive in its appearance in Alton." "It stands at the corner of Piasa

- and Third Streets, and is the first of modern buildings to be erected in this, the acknow-
ledged center of trade and business.” The Snyder building with its crenelated turret is

still one of the most recognizable in Alten and continues to be used as a drygoods emporium
under the same name in the old style of doing business by the third generation of the builder.

The three story brick building at street level contains cast iron trimmed and pillastered
wooden store fronts. The building utilizes an iron post and beam system and incorporates
an ornamented corner colvmn which supports the massive corner turret overlaild in tin, shaped
to simulate stone detailing. Railsed joint profiles in continuous "courses" of varying
height and varying 'stone" length and smooth stone 'pattern' is interupted by "rough-cut"
sections trimmed with panel mold. The remarkable turret is more projected from,than applied
to, the building by the brick detailed stringcourses of the building above the store front,
between the second and third storiles and above the chird story, being continued in simulated
brick rowlock and sawtooth around the turret. Also, a series of sheet metal vents in the
masonry is continued around the turret just below the encompassing decorated cast iron
cornice., The turret rises an additional story through its own projected circular cornice,
matching in design the one below, to finally terminate in saw-tooth crenelation. Inside,

on the main floor of the building, the present owner may still be observed on his elevated
bookkeeping-cashier platform above the wood floored selling Ffloor, overlooking the same type
of stock his grandfather supervised at the turn of the century.
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‘Historical information and description of bulldings and landscape features in proposed
District extension: ' :

Lower Market Street and Mini-Park
Current Owner: City of Alton

The present District boundary proceeds down the center of Market Street including only the
upper portion of the street. At 132 feet, Market Street is the widest street in Alton,
still acting asf@romenade from the o0ld river landing area. Near Market's intersection

with Third Street, Alton's first Market House once provided a public gathering place en-
compassing areas both above and below a natural escarpment which divided Market Street and
today causes its two levels. Market Street is stepped just as the buildings on the north
side of Third Street and today, between its upper and lower levels, a mini-park-green space
provides the same relief near the Old "Y" as do the garden reveals bordering the other
similarly scaled semi-public buildings to the east continuing up "Pagan Hill" in the present
District. ' '

YMCA Building (The 01ld "Y" Building)

2-8 West Third Street :

Current Owner: Mr. and Mrs. Johnno Yakubian 407 E. 12th St., Alton, Illinois
Building is currently for sale and under option for rehabilitative reuse
as apartment complex. '

Constructed in 1908 after a fund raising drive which galvanized Alton to action, the Alton
YMCA became a focal point for community activity for over half a century, featuring the first
indoor heated swimming pool (20X60) in the area, two bowling alleys, reading room and parlors
"furnished in best quality of 01d Mission furniture" and "one of the best gymnasiums in South-
ern Illinois". A fine example of early Twentieth Century Georgian Revival interpreted here
in monumental-residential scale, the Old "Y" building is a three-story-over-raised-basement
building of red Alton brick with white Alton limestone detailing and foundation. The build-
ing consists of a main (south) block and a rear (north) recessed block. Including 1914
fenestration changes and rear block additions following a disastrous fire that year, the
main block features Georgian-Palladian to Federal styling details. in applied limestone and
terra cotta while the recessed north block or rear wing is more commercially designed. The
effect of finely detailed Georgian-Palladian~-styliug details of white limestone from Alton
quarries symmetrically applied to graduated window openings and unadorned Federally styled
facades of red brick supplied by the well known Alton Brick Co. highlight and residentialize
the principal elevations. The eight Palladian styled arched windows springing,as they do.
from the lipped stone beltcourse give the effect of Jeffersonian style "French' doors
opening onto an emplaced terrace. 1In 1964, the organization moved to a new building and

the old YMCA was put up for sale and later purchased by its present owner. Still vacant

and unreused after almost 20 years, the building is a grim reminder of the many vacant com-—
mercial spaces it overlooks in the old Downtown central business district (still only part~-
ially revitalized), however its present optioned purchase as a certified historic building
would allow rehablilitative reuse as an apartment complgx.
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‘Justification For Boundary Extension

The boundary extension down "Pagan Hill" is the natural continuation of a unique hill-
side streetscape evolving from private secular use to semi-public secular use over 150 years.
In early days, Piasa Street was a shallow stream (Plasa Creek) crossed by footbridges at
Third Street and emptying into the Mississippi near where in 1783 Jean Baptiste Cardinal
built the first dwelling on a site then called "Piasa'. By the 1830's, frame residences
climbed the hill accompanying the two stone churches near a large Greek Revival Market House
astride 132 foot wide Market Street (the widest street in Alton) which proceeds as a prom-
enade from the Commons landing area on the riverfront, and was even then on two levels
caused by an escarpment across the hillside. When Alton Catholics sold their old church
near the peak of the hill to the Unitarians and built a new church (St. Peter's and St. Paul's)
on top of the hill (Christian Hill") on the other side of the valley of the Piasa, the steep
hill became known as '"Pagan Hill"., By the early 1850's, Plasa Creek had been contained in a
glant culvert by Captain Benjamin Godfrey who laid his rails atop it down newly constructed
Piasa Street. Although it was proposed to regrade Third Street to a more navigable grade,
the owner of a bordering property objected because his residence as well as the church at
the corner of Third and Market would have been left "high and dry" above the new grade.
Formerly a gathering place but by then a smelly nuisance, the old Market House near the
Third and Market intersection was razed and in Civil War times great Italianate mansions
were constructed where Miller's Mutual Insurance headquarters, City Hall, and the old Post
Office are today. As commercial usage spread along Piasa Street and John Snyder anchored
the hillside with his turreted dry goods emporium (1901) proceeding up Third Street, the
sites of the antique frame houses and the great mansions were reused in Alten brick and
limestone construction for civic, commercial, and semi-public purposes. The two stone
churches remained as a continuum, Today, the three block west face of "Pagan Hill'" look~
ing north (two blocks to the center of Market Street are already in the Middletown National
Reglster District) is composed of indigenous Alton brick and limestone combinations. From
the horizontal bulk of Miller's Mutual's red brick and white smoothed limestone Beaux-Arts
Classic Revival facade above the simple rubblestone symmetry of the venerable Unitarian
Church (cited #31 in nomination), the north side of steep West Third Street is a stepped
procession of integrated-in-scale buildings to spesced reveals between them (open space
side !'gardens'), as well as the indentations of Alby Street and Market Street as they pro-
ceed north; i.e. - the Unitarian Church's 'garden' reveal atop its rubblestone retaining
wall - Alby Street - the 0ld Post Office of Mid-Georgian styling heritage in tan brick and
cut limestone - its''garden' reveal atop a cutstone-topped rubblestone retaining wall - the
Episcopal Church's "garden''reveal - the Gothic abuey styled rubblestone Episcopal Church -
182 foot wide Market Street on its two levels where the proposed extension begins, part of
its width utilized by a mini-park echoing the other landscape reveals along the hillside--
the Federally styled mass of the O0ld "Y" building in red brick and cut and smoothed white
limestone ~ a recently vacant lot flanked by a rubblestone retaining wall - the small com=-
mercial building of finished stone veneer, and the decorated brick with rough-cut stone trim
side elevation of Snyder's Block, terminating in its simulated stone tin crenelated turret
on the Third and Piasa street cormner; anchoring "Pagan Hill'".
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