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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN} PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Christian Hill neighborhood of the City of Alton lies on the Mississinrpi River
bluffs immediately west of and adjacent to the city's central business district. Topo-
graphically, those bluffs, rising vertically nearly 200 feet from the level of the flood
plain, are the dominant and prominent feature, forming, as they fall somewhat more gently
but still steeply to the northeast and east, the actual hill of Christian Hill. Cut by
ravines on the southwest, giving rise to considerable undevelopable open land, this hill
terminates in a narrow ridge extending northwest along present State Street and clearly
defines both the extent and the character of the Christian Hill neighborhood.

The Christian Hill Historic District includes all of this traditional neighborhood and
actually extends slightly beyond its boundaries to the northwest along State, on the east
to Belle, and on the south below 4th., The actual boundary of the district -- like its
character -- was determined first and foremost by the lay of the land and corresponds quite
closely on the east, south and southwest to the base of the hill/bluff. Northeast of State,
where the hill descends again, there is also a distinct and sudden change in the character
of the extant structures along the descent. The boundary here, thus, runs much closer to
the crest of the hill, despite the fact that structures of similer character and quality
re-appear near its base along 9th Street: the intervening developments along the slope are
simply too different and extensive to be overlooked or bridged. Unified first by topography,
the district also reflects a visual continuity of character. Thus, though the area of Bluff,
Belleview and adjacent streets at first seems quite different than that of State and Beacon,
that difference is not germane but only temporal: seen in context, these differences simply
represent the extremes of a relatively unbroken development extending from ca.1830-1910. This
matter of character represents the second major criterion applied in defining the limits of
the historic district: the eastern boundary, for example, not only reflects the base of the
hill but the different character of the central business district to the east as well,

' Land use within the district is primarilly residential, but there are a number of
commercial and related uses on lower Siate and William streets as they approach Broadway.
Almost all of these, however, arose very early and do not represent encroachment by the
central business district. Religious and educational uses are dispersed in a manner
consistent with the district's residential nature and the extensive open land is mostly
topographically conditioned and subject to little or no threat of unsuitable development.
There are no federal properties within the district.

The street pattern of Alton's Christian Hill, as may be expected, is completely
conditioned by the topography, with only slight reference to Illinois' pervasive rectangular
grid. The major thoroughfare is State Street, which rises from the river valley and extends
through the district generally along the crest of the hill, Most other streets -- the
notable exception being Summit paralleling the brink of the bluffs -- intersect State at
a variety of angles and at irregular intervals, creating several magnificent vistas. Most
of these streets, i.e. other than State, are paved with brick, greatly enhancing their
historic character. Another visual factor adding significantly to the picturesque street-
scape is the number of native limestone retaining walls, the most prominent along the north
side of Bond from Beacon to Prospect. Of streets through the district, only State carries
appreciable traffic, while three boundary streets, Belle, Broadway and State below 4th,
actually bear heavy volume. The steepest grade -- both in the district and the whole City
of Alton -- is 7th between State and Belle, hazardous when dry and nearly suicidal when wet.

Structural density, though moderate on the average and lower than that of the City of
Alton as a whole, varies significantly within the district. The highest density is encoune .-
tered on lower State Street, with a closed commercial wall extending for a full block
north from °roadway and a residential ensemble ascending the hill from 4th to Bond that,
while composed of detached dwellings, has the effect of a nearly closed wall. The latter,
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combining high density with a relatively steep ascent, constitutes an urban landscape most
probably unique in the State of Illinois. Proceeding up State Street from Bond, density
gradually diminishes, as it does when moving along intersecting streets from State towards
the verge of the bluffs. Most residences in the district are single-family, detached, and
generally 2-2)2 stories high. Masonry construction is dominant for those built before or
shortly after the Civil War and is more heavily concentrated on and in the vicinity of lower
State Street, while frame predominates in areas developed later, ca.1890-1910, such as Bluff
and its environs. Commercial structures are all of masonry construction and between 2 and

3% stories high. The tallest building in the district is the Old Cathedral on State

opposite Prospect. Relationships between buildings in the district are generally very strong
in terms of siting, scale, material, style, etc., but there are moments where the topagraphy
and oft times dense vegetation obscure any comprehensive view.

Of 274 structures encompassed within the Christian Hill Historic District, excluding
minor outbuildings and garages, 72 have been evaluated as possessing special architectural
and/or historical significance and an additional 13 were photographed by the Illinois
Historic Structures Survey. Of the background structures, almost all are pre=-wWorld War I and
thoroughly in sympathy with the historic fabric, while several pre-date the Civil War and
transcend background by dint of sheer age. Modern siding material is a problem -- 39% of the
background structures are inappropriately sided -- but much of this is of an older type,
i.e. not aluminium, steel or vinyl, and was applied without loss of original detailing.
Continuing restoration, which has been gquite extensive and rather well-executed during the
past few years, can therefore be legitimately expected to return at least some of these to
a more prominent and proper place in the streetscape. Intrusions -- most notably a new bank
at 4th and State and an older commercial structure at Belle and 6th -- and intrusively
remodeled older structures together account for only & buildings, or 2.9% of those extant --
remarkably low considering both the relative age of the district and its proximity to the
central business district,

The oldest buildings in the district date from the early 1830's and are almost all
cast in a Federal idiom. Even respecting Alton's early prominence in the state, the extent
and quality of surviving Federal architecture in Christian Hill is extraordinary, moreso
since it embraces both commercial and residential structures (including Nos.2,5,8,9,16-20
below). There are also a number of buildings characteristic of the transition from Federal
to Greek Revival (including Nos.22-4 below) and a few that even reveal Federal, Greek and
Italianate traits, but almost none in an even approximately pure Greek Revival vein. Based
on available information regarding dates of construction, it appears that the Federal Style
retained its popularity in Alton virtually up to the outbreak of the Civil War, to then be
almost immediately superseded by the Italianate. The latter style is also very well repre-
sented in the Christian Hill district (including Nos.l,3,7,10,12-14 below) and seems, in
its guise as mansarded Second Empire, to have effected a number of early remodelings (inclu-
ding Nos.6,21 below). A small number of buildings documents the transition from Italianate
to Queen Anne (including No.ll below), with a larger number in that latter style, parti-
cularly on Bluff, often with a strong Classical Revival admizture. Other 19th Century
styles occurring include non-archaeoclogical Gothic (v.No.l5 below) and Romanesque Revival
(notably the Hayner Library at 4th and State by Theodore Link), while the orly 20th Century
style in evidence is the bungaloid.
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With both commercial and residential structures surviving from Alton's first period of
major growth, the Christian Hill Historic District contains within its bounds one of the
finest and densest concentrations of pre-Civil War architecture in Illinois, a concentration
that produces, in concert with a varied topography, an urban landscape of unique character.
Although there are several individual structures of outstanding excellence, the significance
of the ensemble would in no way be diminished were these of lesser stature, for it is ’
precisely the ensemble -- including numerous buildings that would be considered minor if
judged individually -- that is so striking.

Though the density and quality of this earliest fabric is the single point of greatest
significance, it is not the only one. The Christian Hill neighborhood =-- all of which is
included within the district -- continued to develop through out the 19th Century, producing
residential passages of high quality from virtually every period up to the First World War.
Since this development rarely proceeded at the expense of earlier structures, it produced
a remarkably tight-knit, yet varied texture, in which every particular phase can be clearly
distinguished.

[
HISTORY

The history of Christian Hill, it being prim¢ipally a residential neighborhood, is
difficult to separate from that of Alton as a whole, yet certain points can be gleaned from
these more general works. When Alton was laid out and platted by Col.Rufus Easton in 1817,
Christian Hill lay somewhat to the west, the original western boundary of the prospective
settlement having been Market Street. In fact, the very existence of the hill was cited in
1831 by John M.Peck in his Guide for Emigrants as a disadvantage, it being one of the
features making Alton '"too much confined for a pleasant situation."

A very tenuous undertaking for years after its foundation, Alton began to blossom in
1831 and underwent a period of phenomenal growth from that year until the Panic of 1837, six
years that also mark the beginnings of the Christian Hill neighborhood. Most significant
among these first developments was that of the Illinois State Prison, opened in 1833 (v.No.4
below), but commercial and residential activity also progressed quickly, beginning at State
and Broadway and ascending the hill up State and William streets. Several structures from
this initial phase are still extant and play a major role in the district. Another early
development, not technically part of Christian Hill but included in the district, was that
of Belle Street between 3rd and 9th, the street soon becoming the most fashionable in
pre~Civil War Alton. Unfortunately, only three structures remain from this period, all of

them within the same block (v.Nos.l6 & 17 below and 612 Belle).
Judging from the extant building stock, growth of the Christian Hill neighborhood was
not entirely halted by the Panic of 1837, but proceeded up the hill and then towards the
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verge of the bluffs until about World War I, seemingly without major interruption or
significant change in character. That character -- residential and quite fashionable
despite the presence of a penitentiary -- seems to have existed from the very beginning
and was definitely confirmed in 1855 and 1857, first with the erection of SS Peter and
Paul Catholic church (v.No.15) and then with its elevation as the Cathedral of the Alton
Diocese. This same church was also directly responsible for the neighborhood's name: when
the old catholic church at 3rd and Alby burned in 1853 and its site was sold to the
Unitarians, the new location's hill came to be known as Christian while that of the old be-
came Pagan.

Remarkably few changes have affected Christian Hill over the past 50-60 years. There
has been some deterioration -- now largely halted and partially reversed -- have been a
few losses, and a very few recent replacement structures. But, on the whole, Christian
Hill remains the fashionable and extraordinary neighborhood it was from the start.

SITES AND STRUCTURES OF SPECIAL SIGNIFICANCE
Numbers refer to the corresponding map. In cases where more than one area of significance
applies, that of the greater is cited first.

1. FOUR COMMERCIAL STRUCTURES
ca.307-13 West Broadway
Built ca.l870 et seq.

These four structures also mark the approximate site of the mob murder of Elijah
Lovejoy in 1837. Elijah Lovejoy assumed editorial charge of the St.louis Cbserver
in November 1833, but was forced to abandon that place in 1836 when his anti-slavery
views raised the ire of its inhabitants. Removing his press to Alton on 21 July of
that year, it was cast into the Mississippi that same night. With contributions from
Alton citizens, however, a new press was purchased and the first number of the Alton
Observer issued on 8 September 1836. A staunch abolitionist, Lovejoy restrained
himself until July of 1837, when he editorialized in favor of the formation of an
Illinois State Anti-Slavery Society (editorial written 4 July, appeared 6 July). The
events precipitated by the editorial led to the destruction of the Cbserver's press
on 21 August, of its replacement on 21 September, and, on 7 November, to Lovejoy's
murder while he and 19 others were defending a fourth press. The murder and subseguent
trials received national attention and were of major importance in the developing
conflict over the slavery question.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (STRUCTURES)
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (SITE)

2. COL. SAMUEL BUCKMASTER HOUSE
514 State
Built after 1835
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2. Continued

3.

Samuel Buckmaster, one of Alton's earliest settlers, was very prominent in local and
state politics. He was Mayor of Alton in 1853-4 and 1862-3; a delegate to the 1862
Constitutional Convention; a State Representative in the 17th, 18¢, 23rd and 30% Illinois
General Assemblies, serving as Speaker of the Illinois House in the 23rd; a State Senator
in the 21st and 22nd Assemblies; and a delegate to the Democratic National Conventions

at Baltimore and Charleston. A Stephen Douglas supporter, he defeated Joseph Gillespie,
Lincoln's candidate, in the 1858 election for Siate Senator and was a key to Douglas'
election to the U.S.Senate. For much of the period 1838-67, he was the lessee, i.e.
warden, of the State Prison at Alton (v.No.4 below).

HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

LUCAS PFEIFFENBERGER HOUSE
708 State
Built ca.l868; Lucas Pfeiffenberger, architect

Lucas Pfeiffenberger, the most important of Alton's 13% Century architects, was born

in Germany and brought to the United Sfates by his parents at an early age. Settling

in Ohio, Lucas was apprenticed to a carpenter. He later spent time in the California
gold fields and while on a second trip west in 1857 settled at Alton. He practiced as
an architect from that time until his death in 1918, the last years in partnership

with his son, and many of his works remain in Alton, particularly in the Middletown
neighborhood (under separate nomination to the National Register).

Lucas Pfeiffenberger also served four successive terms as Mayor of Alton (1872 et seqg.),
was one of the organizers of the Alton Board of Trade (1866) and its president (1885-1911)
and was involved in banking as well.

HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

ALTON STATE PENITENTIARY SITE (ALTON MILITARY PRISON SITE, entered on NR 12-31-74)
Bounded by William, 4th and Mill

Though the history of Illinois' first state prison -- and the state's first public
institution of any kind -- begins in 1827, with the appointment of commissioners to
procure a suitable site at or near Alton, that site was not selected until 1829
and construction not begun until late in 1830. The prison was opened in 1833 with
24 cells and grew to 256 cells by 1857, when the Alton facility was closed and the
penitentiary removed to its present location at Joliet. The prison's most infamous
period, however, began in 1862 when it was occupied by the U.S.Government as a
military prison.

All that now remains above ground is a section of wall, itself relocated in 1974,

A large part of the site is paved and in use as a parking lot.

HISTORICAL AND ARCHAECLOGICAL (HISTORIC PERIOD) SIGNIFICANCE
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5. EDWARD KEATING HOUSE

6.

7

8.

9.

10.

307 Carroll
Built ca.l835

Edward Keating, a lawyer, came to Alton from Maine in 1835. A man of some prominence,
he was Mayor of Alton in 1847-8 and also served in the State Legislature.

ARCHITECTURAL AND HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

JOHN J. AND WILLIAM H.MITCHELL DOUBLE HOUSE AND COACHHOUSE
310 Mill
Built before 1858; mansard possibly added somewhat later

The Mitchell brothers settled at Alton in the 1840's and achieved considerable prominence
and wealth in railroading, river shipping, banking, and flour milling. They also owned
considerable Illinois farm land and, after 1864, were co-lessees of the Alton Prison
with Col.Samuel Buckmaster. Both later left Alton, John J. for St.Louis and William

for Chicago.

ARCHITECTURAL AND HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE
SPARKS FAMILY HOUSE

410 Prospect
Rear built ca.1835-40; front, ca.l860

The Sparks family was early associated with Alton's prominent flour milling industry.
ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE
(DR. CHARLES DAVIS) HOUSE

517 State
Built ca,.1847

Dr.Davis, a prominent Alton physician, lived here around the turn of the century.
The original owner has not been determined.

ARCHITZCTURAL SIGNIFICANCE
PETER WISE HOUSE I

605 State
Built ca.1852

See No.l3 below.
ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

LOUIS HAAGEN HOUSE
617 State
Built ca.1863
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10. Continued
Louis Haagen was an early Alton dry goods merchant
ARCHITZCTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

11, RESIDENCE
707 State
Built ca.1870

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

12, HENRY WEAVER HOUSE
711 State
Built ca.l860 by George Ginter, contractor

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

13, PETER WISE HOUSE II
1128 State
Built between 1859 and 1865

Peter Wise and his brother Sebastian were among Alton's most prominent citizens
around the time of the Civil War, together founding the important National Mills
in 1858. They also operated a steam mill and packet steamers on the Mississippi.
A later resident of the house (1898 et seq.) was Franklin W.Clin, founder of the
0Olin Corporation and a major philanthropist.

ARCHITECTURAL AND HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE
14, HESKETT MACHINE SHCP

211 William
Built in 1870

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE
15. SS. PETER AND PAUL ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH (OLD CATHEDRAL)

721 State
Built in 1855 by Thomas Walsh, architect, of St.lLouis; steeple modified

Alton was made the See of Illinois' second Roman Catholic diocese in 1857, indicative
of the city's early importance, and remained an episcopal seat until 1923, when the
See was removed to Springfield.

ARCHITECTURAL AND HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

16. DOUBLE HOUSE

gullt ca. i&ﬁo

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE
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(DR. B. K. HART) HCUSE
522-24 Belle
Built before 1850

Benjamin Kirtland Hart was Alton's first physician, arriving in 1832, and one of

the early settlement's most prominent men. He was elected to the board of town trustees
in 1836, was president of that board in 1837 when Alton was incorporated as a city,

and served for years on the city council. Dr.Hart was also instrumental in establishing
Alton's public school system, one of the first and most extensive in the state. Though
there is no record that Dr.Hart ever actually lived at this address -- he apparently
had it built as an income property -- it is the only extant structure associated with
this important early settler.

ARCHITECTURAL AND HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE EQUALLY

FRANKLIN HOUSE (NOw:LINCCLN HOTEL)
208 State
Built ca.1835

One of two early hotels to survive, Franklin House was originally run by Samuel
Pitts. The south half of the first flocr was also the original location of the Alton
Marine and Fire Insurance Company, the first such firm in the state. Though Abraham
Lincoln never slept here, he, his family, Sen.Lyman Trumbull and others did dine here
before the 7th and last Lincoln-Douglas Debate, 15 October 1858,

HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

MANSION HOUSE
506 State
Built in 1834

The second early hotel to survive, the Mansion House was built, owned and operated

by one Captain Botkin. It was later the site of two boarding schools, run successively
by the Daughters of Charity and Ursuline Sisters (1857-62), and was then a quasi-medical
establishment to aid the sick and wounded at the Alton Frison and stem the smallpox
epidemic that had broken out there in 1863.

HISTCRICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE
MICHAEL CARROLL HOUSE

512 William
Built 1838-40

Michael Carroll settled in Alton by 1832, having opened a harness and saddle shop
that year. For over thirty years subsequent, he was the leading member of that trade
in the city.

ARCHITEZCTURAL AND HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE
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21. JOSEPH WISE HOUSE
505 Bond
Built ca.l854 by Sebastian Wise; mansard probably added somewhat later

Joseph Wise was the son of Sebastian Wise and the house was deeded to him by his
father in 1858. See also No.l3.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

22. JOHN E. HAYNER HOUSE
304 Mill
Built before 1858

John Hayner settled at Alton in 1848 and went on to.become one of the city's most
prominent and successful businessmen. His many pursuits included the hardware,
sawmill, and box businesses, but he was best known as president of the Alton Savings
Bank and vice-president of the Alton National Bank. Civic-minded throughout his
life, The Hayner Memorial Library at Lth and State is his most visible contribution
to the citye.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

2%. J.T.HUDSON HOUSE
410 Belleview
Built ca.1856 by J.T.Calvin

J.T.Hudson was the publisher of the Spectator, an early Alton newspaper (founded in
(1832). .

ARCHITECTURAL AND HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE
24, JOHN DRURY HOUSE

1011 State
Built before 1860

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE
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property lines themselves to the interior property lines W of State, N on these to Cliff,
E on Cliff to State, N on State to the N line of 1231 State, E on this to the interior
property lines E of State, S on these and the E line of 356 Bluff and generally SE on the
interior property lines NE of State to 7th, E on 7th to Belle, S on Belle to the S line
of 522 Belle, W on this to the interior property lines E of State, S on these to 4th and
then W on 4th to the point of commencement.,

N.B.: Unless otherwise specified, boundary segments along streets and alleys follow the
midline of those streets and alleys




7 R0 ((6S

Propertyc !! 'é' M MM Mad s e#, Cauqul

Statem' Working Number//‘/y. 27. /ﬂ?

TECHNIC v s = S X. Seulle “CONTROL
Photos - .r.a,
| Maps OK %11
j3 Tencalin, 0 P A S tonc il S HISTORIAN
- {7}{7 /bﬁ( /?{ & 24&14&7‘&7;‘_1_/ 4 % C,(, /'-_
%ﬂ
- _ T Sk 75/ )
L A7 ;f’ o A Y ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN
& o e AT wff SHWTVAFES - ,,(W/
5 A AN AEN wr SfITNG, T s f At T e p -/ /;,
T A s WIS T Wﬁ;@ ’5/’4/ W o / / o
LEVEL S TEP T THE eyt TS LV T J TN 7 ‘
ARCHEOLOGIST
OTHER
- HAER
Inventory
Review _
o /ﬂ/"eéh.,—,,,,REVIEW UNIT CHIEF
; Vel on Jere /b/(/w«,” s wosf cz’féf/’
I o
- - BRA CHIEF
B KEEPER
" W -5\? -
National Register Write-up Send-back Entered !Ej 22 1918
Federal Register Entry 2:5.78 Re-submit R

United States Department of the Interior National Park Service WASO No. 7






CHRISTIAN HILL HISTCRIC DISTRICT /‘(L/ 3
ALTON, MADISON COUNTY, _ILLINOIS

VIEW la-c N
Down State from Cliff uy 1

41977
photo: r.wagner

25 june 1977
negative: ill dept of conservation
springfield, illinois I

MAY 221978

PROPERTY OF THE NATIONAL REGISTER






CHRISTIAN HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT 7 gf {/3
ALTON, MADISON COUNTY, THEAPIS s

VIEW 1b - see la for detailsMAng%Bn

]

PROPERTY OF i KATIONAL REGISTER‘
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CHRISTIAN HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT 3 77
ALTON, MADISON COUNTY, ILLGAS ; 41977

VIEW lc - la for details “
see la for de MA{QZ% o7

PROPERTY OF THE NATIONAL REGISTER






CHRISTIAN HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT
ALTON, MADISON COUNTY, ILLINOIS

NOV 141977
VIEW 2a-c '
Northwest from Bluff and Riverview 9’??C3

photo: r.wagner / 25 june 1977

‘negative: ill dept of conservation
springfield, illinois iDDf:

MAY 22 1978

PROPERTY OF THE NATIONAL REGISTER






CHRISTIAN HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT ,
ALTON, MADISON COUNTY, ILLINOIS 5 f{ ¥3

NOV 141977

VIEW 2¢c - see 2a for details

DOE
MAY % 2 1978
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} CHRISTIAN HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT

iALTON, MADISON CCUNTY, ILLINOIS

NOV 141977 6%7&

- VIEW 2b - see 2a for details

|

WAy 2 ?’@1957;

PROPERTY OF THE MAT:ONAL REGISTER






CHRISTIAN HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT

ALTON, MADISON COUNTY, ILLINCIS 7%
VIEW 3b - see 3a for detaiwv 141977
DOE
MAY 22 1978

PROPERTY OF THE NATIONAL REGISTER
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CHRISTIAN HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT
ALTON, MADISON COUNTY, ILLINOIS

i Ry NOV 141977

South on Mamie from Bluff

photo: r.wagner / 25 june 1977 ig%?éAB

negative: ill dept of comnservation
springfield, illinois/DZE:

May 221978
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CHRISTIAN HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT
ALTON, MADISON COUNTY, ILLINOIS

VIEW 4b - see 4a for detaftdV L4 1977774(3

POE
MAY 22 ‘]978

PROPERTY OF THE MATIONAL REGISTER






CHRIéTIAN HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT /D%zxi
ALTON, MADISON CCUNTY, ILLINOIS

VIEW 4a-b
Up State on east side from 1011 State
photo: r.wagner / 25 june 1977 NOV 1 41977

" negative: ill dept of conservation
springfield, illinois .9 O &
MAY 22 1978

PROPERTY OF THE MATIAL REBSER






CHRISTIAN HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT /{43
ALTON, MADISON COUNTY, ILLINOIS -

VIEW 5¢c - see 5a for detaiﬂg\’ 1 41977

Mm%%%n

PROPERTY OF The NATIORAL REGISTER
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CHRISTIAN HILL HISTORIC bISTRICT 2%y3
ALTON, MADISON COUNIY, ILLINOIS

VIEW 5b - see 5a for detaiﬁg ¥l 41977

.-

MAY 22 1978
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CHRISTIAN HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT %

ALTON, MADISON COUNTY, ILLINOIS

' /3443
VIEW Sa-c

East on Belleview from 443 Belleview

pﬁoto: r.wagner / 25 june 1977 NOV 1 41977

negative: ill dept of conservation
springfield, illinois Q06
MAY 22 1978

PROPERTY OF THE NATIONAL REGISTER






' CHRISTIAN HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT

. ALTON, MADISON COUNTY, ILLINOIS /#

_ 7407¢
VIEW 6 q{'As

Southeast from Riverview Park, below Belleview

photo: r.wagner / 25 june 1977

negative: ill dept of conservation
springfield, illinois

L0f  WAY 221978 NOV 1 41977

PROPERTY F THE NATIORAL REGISTER
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CHRISTIAN HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT /5 7%5
ALTON, MADISON COUNTY, ILLINOIS :

VIEW 7a-c V7
Northwest from 410 Belleview (7% b
photo: r.wagner £ 25 june 1977 g‘@))

negative: ill dept of conservation
springfield, illinois /DO€

MAY 22 1978

FRGPERTY OF THE NATIONAL REGISTER






CHRISTIAN HILL HISTORIC DISTR
ALTON, MADISON COUNTY, ILLINOIS

VIEW 8b - see 8a for details
A,
MAY 22 1979

ICT /e

Nuv 141977

PROPERTY OF T AT, 5T






TARISTIAN HILL KISTORIC DISTRICT /7423
ALTON, MADISON COUNTY, ILLINOIS i

V141
VIEW 8a-b E

Northwest from Summit and Prospect

photo: r.wagner / 25 june 1977

negative: ill dept of conservation
springfield, illinois AOE

MAY 22 1978

POPENTY O THE KATENAL REGGTRR






GHRISTIAN HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT /4f4/3
ALTON, MADISON COUNTY, ILLINOIS

VIEW 9b - 9a f detail
T N N

WAy 22 1978

PROPERTY OF THE NAT'OMYL FECISTER
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CHRISTIAN HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT /72( l[?
ALTON, MADISON COUNTY, ILLINOIS

VIEW 9a-b
Northeast on Prospect from Lo6 Prospect

photo: r.wagner / 25 june 1977 NUV 1 41977{

negative: ill dept of conservation
springfield, illinois
. MAY 2 2 1978

PROPERTY OF THE NAT:OKAL REGISTER
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CHRISTIAN HILL HISTORIC DISTRiﬁ% 20443
'ALTON, MADISON COUNTY, ILLINcTMUV 141977

VIEW 10b - see 10a for details ©0€
may 2 2 1978

PROPERTY OF THE NAT'BIML REGISTER






CHRISTIAN HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT Z/ j/qlg
ALTON, MADISON COUNT'Y, ILLINOIS

VIEW 10a-b
Down St:te from Byacon L ‘}04,1097;

photo: r.wagner / 25 june 1977 WAy 22 1978

- negative: ill dept of conservation
springfield, illinois

. PROPERTY OF THE NATIONAL Rgr.mm ”






CHRISTIAN HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT /X 7 943
ALTON, MADISCN COUNTY, ILLINCIS

VIEW 11
South on William from south of Bond

photo: r.wagner / 25 june 1977 NOV 1 41977

negative: ill dept of conservation
springfield, illinois

MAY 22 1978

Y OF T MATOUNL RESSTER






CHRISTIAN HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT / 374/ 3
; ALTON, MADISON COUNLY, ILLINOIS

VIEW 13 '
Mississippi River bluffs below Mill & Summit

photo: r.wagner / 25 june 1977 NOV 141977

negative: ill dept of comservation
springfield, illinois /Qp@

MAY 22 1978
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CHRISTIAN HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT 24/9/%;
ALTON, MADISON CouNTY, ILLINOIS

VIEW 12
South side of Broadway at foot of William

photo: r.wagner / 25 june 1977 Noy 14 1977

- negative: i11 dept of conservation
springfield, illinois BoE
MAY 22 1978

" PROPERTY OF THE NATIOHAL REGISTER






CHRISTIAN HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT 24 61 4/3
ALTON, MADISON COUNTY, ILLINOIS

VIEW 14
North side of 4, west of William
0V 141977
photo: r.wagner / 25 june 1977 N 14
negative: ill dept of conservation
springfield, illinois Fo)o.Z

MAY <2 1978
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CHRISTIAN HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT 2( %43
ALTON, MADISON COUNTY, ILLINOIS

VIEW 15b - see 15a for det,:vag.Ll 41977
p&é
MAY ©2 178

PROPERTY OF THE NATIOKAL REGISTER






CHRISTIAN HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT 27
ALTON, MADISON COUNTY, ILLINOIS 93

VIEW 15a-b "
West on Bong from William NOV 1 41977

photo: r.wagner / 25 june 1977

negative: i1l dept of conservation
springfield, illinois B0t

MAY 2 2 1976

PROPERTY OF TH, NATIONAL REBSTER
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CHRISTIAN HILL KISTORIC DISTRIGT 2%%y;
ALTON, MADISON COUNTY, ILLINOTS

VIEW 16b - see l0a for details
A 76 - NOV 14 1q7“7
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CHRISTIAN HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT < 7” %
ALTON, MADISON COUNTY, ILLINOIS

VIEW 16a-b : : _
West on Carroll from W lliam N_UV 141977

photo: r.wagner / 25 June ‘1977 /@OQ

negative: ill dept of conservatloxMAY %% 1978
Sspringfield, illinois
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CHRISTIAN HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT 30 %G
ALTON, MADISON COUNTY, ILLINOIS I

VIEW 17 NOV 141977
East on Carroll from William DoE.

photo: r.wagner / 25 june 1977 WAV < o8

negative: ill dept of conservation
springfield, illinois

PROPERTY OF THE NATIOAL REGKTER
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CHRISTIAN HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT =/ f %3
ALTON, MADISON COUNTY, ILLINOIS

- NOV 141977
VIEW 18b - see 18a for details

MAY 22 1978
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ICT 327){{3

IS

NOV 141977

VIEW 18a-b -
West side of Belle from Market DSE,
MAY 22 1978

photo: r.wagner / 25 june 1977

negative: ill dept of conservation
springfield, illinois

CHRISTIAN HILL HISTORIC DISTR
ALTON, MADISON COUNTY y ILLINO
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CHRISTIAN HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT 3343
ALTON, MADISON COUNTY, ILLINOIS

VIEW 19
Christian Hill from Market and 6%

photo: r.wagner / 25 june 1977N0V 141977

negative: ill dept of conservation
springfield, illinois  A0C

Ay 221978
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CHRISTIAN HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT 51/0( 6
ALTON, MADISCN COUNTY, ILL&?%&S
141977

VIEW 20b - see 20a for details
HOE
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CHRISTIAN HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT )sz
ALTON, MADISON COUNTY, ILLINOIS i

MAY 22 1978

VIEW 20a-b
Up State from Braodway NOV 1 4 1977 .

photo: r.wagner / 25 june 1977

' negative: ill dept of conservation
springfield, illinois



SRR ¢ AN

! '

4?5,4?5,,%.//4,%??:. |
IR

A\ R

/UNURNVANNAR ek L\ T

e e

..»55——5;/,




CHRISTIAN HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT $§ (43
ALTON, MADISON COUNTY, ILLINOIS

VIEW 21b - see 2la for detN 1Vs1 41977
POE
MAY 22 1978
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CHRISTIAN HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT 8 G th{j
ALTON, MADISON COUNTY, ILLINOIS

VIEW -2la-b MAY 221978
Up S,ate from Carroll NOV 141977
photo: r.wagner / 25 june 1977

negatives ill dept of conservation
i.,springfield, illinois

-

PROPEITY OF THE NATIONAL REGISTER






CHRISTIAN HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT 37443
~ ALTON, MADISON COUNTY, ILLINOIS

S - s LT
: PR

IV OF THE NATIONAL REGESTER
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CHRISTIAN HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT 35}0{;/3
ALTON, MADISON COUNTY, ILLINCIS

VIEW 22a-b ' '
Up State from below Bond  NOV 141977

photo: r.wagner / 25 june 1977 {|pY 22 1918

negative: ill dept of conservation
springfield, illinois

OF THE RATIONAL RESISTER
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CHRISTIAN HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT /
ALTON, MADISON COUNTY, ILLINOIS 5? %1

VIEW 23b - see 23%a for details

NOV 141977
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CHRISTIAN HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT %

ALTON, MADISON COUNTY, ILLINCIS
Goofy3

VIEW 23a-b NOV 141977

Up State from above Beacon
MAY 22 1978

photo: r.wagner / 25 june 1977

negative: ill dept of comnservation
springfield, illinois
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CHRISTIAN HILL HISTORIC DISTRCCT,
ALTON, MADISON COUNTY, ILLINOIS 74 %’3

VIEW 7¢ - see 7a for de%a’ils & ‘ 4 ’977

Do&
. MAY 22 1978

PROPETY OF Tur RATORAL REGISTER






| CHRISTIAN HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT
ALTON, MADISON COUNTY, ILLINOIS 4/'? 76/3

VIEW 7b - see 7a for detailsNOV 141977

DE
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PROPERTY OF THE RATIONAL REGISTER



Missing Core Documentation

Property Name County, State Reference Number
Christian Hill Historic District Madison, lllinois 78001165

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry:

Nomination Form

_X_Photographs (#43)

____USGS Map
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christian hill historic districte altons madison county «illinois

sites and structures of special significance cited in nomination
others of special significance

further photos by illinois historic structures survey

older structures above average background quality

4 older structures with inappropriate exterior siding
| older structures intrusively remodeled

| Intrusive older structures

4 remaining older structures

non-intrusive recent structures
recent intrusions
open land or vacant[vac]e park e as indicated

MAY 22 1978



lllinois Department of Conservation -
life and land together

605 STATE OFFICE BUILDING « 400 SOUTH SPRING STREET « SPRINGFIELD 62706
CHICAGO OFFICE — ROOM 100, 160 NO. LASALLE 60601

Daviet Kenney, Director o James C Hellrich, Assistant Director

November 2, 1977

Mr. William J. Murtagh

Keeper of the National Register
National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Mr. Murtagh:

Enclosed is the National Register nomination form for
Christian Hill Historic District.

Thank you for your prompt attention to this form.

Sincerely yours,

Keith A. Sculle
National Register Coordinator
Division of Historic Sites

KS/jw
Enclosure
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February 6, 1978

Dr. William J. Murtagh

Keeper of the National Register
National Park Service
Department of the Interior
Washington, DC 20240

RE: Christian Hill Historical District, #H34-880

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

We recently purchased property in the Christian Hill
Historical District known as: 426 Belleview, Alton, IL

62002. This property was purhcased from Benjamin B. and
Trudi Allen. Please let your records show this change.

truly yours,

M[ /' 71/)2 2L

Roberta L. Mozier QM' . Harold E)
426 Belleview &
Alton, IL 62002 ‘-
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Mﬂvbdm

‘t“. JAMES F. DOMINICK
Tall Pines
83 Wood Street
Painesville, Ohio 44077

27 Feb 1978

Dear Mr. Murtagh,

As we have stated previously, we have
spent over 6 years reconstructing and rejuvinating our home. We
feel any demolition of our home, or any home with historical
value should not be allowed. We are considering changes being
made to the deed of our property todisallow it from becoming
anything except a single family dwelling.

History of our home goes back nearly 154 years, and we
hope it may continue for another 154 years. The house has had
architectural changes twice in its history we know of, once in
1842 and again in 1868, and we are in the process of complete
resoration now.

We feel, from personal responce of our friends, neighbors,
and local citizens, we have helped rejuvinate the efforts of our
community, and its property owners, in the preservation of histor-
ical beauty and charm.

On July 22,1973, The Painesville Telegraph, a local
newspaper, wrote an artical on our effort to bejuvinate our home.
Again on Dec 19,1976, the paper wrote an article on our efforts
to rekindle the joys of Christmas past.

I hope our comments, and copies of these articles help in
our efforts to aquire a place on The National Register. Having
our home on The Register will be the culmination of our efforts.

Sincergly,
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Reynaldo A. & Angelita M, Cuizon
21 11lini Trail

Cuatoga Bluff

Godfrey, Illinois 62035

February 22, 1978

Be: Christian Till Hist, Dist.
Dr., William J, Murtasgh
Keeper of the National llegister
National Park Service
Departnent of the Interior
Washington, D,C, 20240

Dear Sir:

We are glad to receive your letter dated January 25,
and to be informed that the district including our property
at 606-608 Belle St., Alton are nominated by the State for
listing in the National Register.

The attached sheet shows the description of the
building and a small photo copy of the facade. The otler
features not mentioned in the attached copy are the two wells
located at the rear of the buildine.

We are anxious to have this property listed in the
National Register with the Christian TIill Historie District
in Alton,

Sincerely,

m%%ﬂ/ D
. teynaldo A% ’-l.izon
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A-65
ALTON ROTARY CLUB

RLTON HISTORIC BUILDINGS SURVEY ' i

Prelimihory Phase

Survey District No. Alton (Christian Hill Historic_District)

Type of Building [# House L] institution O
Location 606-608 Belle

No. Street P.O. Zone
Present Resident Phone

Present Owner___Reynaldo A, and Angelita Cuizon!

Year believed built _CA 1840 Years Remodeled

Original style Federal Present style

Architect, if known

Original Owner

Name Occupation or Profession

Description of building condition, historic importance, size, materials, etc.

Similar in form to its counterpart just down the block, this

two storey brick double house suggests through its simpler .
adornment an earlier. age. In this instance, a two storey galleried
ell occurs at the rear. Of interest are the stone cantilevers
supporting the parapet shoulders.

Condition is fair.

Coombs & Elgin Signed
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NORMAN CHRISMAN ALTA.
EENNETH V. L. MILLER ALT.A.
DONALD Q. WALLACE ALTA.
CHENAULT WOODFORD AT
JACK .I-I. BALLARD I AL A
CEHARLES B. CHRISMAN ATA.
FRANCIS J SCOTT AT A,
HERIC P. SHAFFHEHR AHT. A,

March ]3, 1978 IJERRY A. TAYLOR AIA.

Dr. William J. Murtagh

Keeper of the National Register
National Park Service
Department of the Interior
Washington, D. C. 20240

Re: South Hill Historic District
Lexington, Fayette County, Kentucky

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

Thank you for the opportunity of presenting our comments on the above
referenced District that has been nominated by the State for listing in
the National Register, which nomination is now pending in your office.

We are enclosing a copy of the letter we wrote to Mrs. Melton relative to

this matter, requesting that our comments be incorporated into the presentation
of the nomination. We send you this in the event our comments were not included.
We are also enclosing a map of the referenced District indicating our preference
for boundary lines on the north corner, which is directly related to the
commerical property on the other three corners of this street intersection.

Our office is located at 326 South Broadway in a large three story house that

is over 100 years of age. We have restored this building on the exterior without
appreciably altering its original appearance and have modernized the interior

for the function of an architectural office. In 1972 we received an award from
Architectural Record magazine for Excellence in Design of Interiors. We also
received a Design Award from the Kentucky Society of Architects the same year.

We fully expect to retain our office as it is presently constituted, but we feel
that the possible development of the remaining property on this corner is not
consistent with the objectives of the formation of this historic district.

We send you these comments for your consideration as an adjunct to your evaluation
of placing our property and that of the northern corner as indicated in the
National Register.

Sincerely yours,

//i;%affuz+¢£:Z‘§::
Norman Chrisman, Jr., sident

NCJr:kvs

CEHERISMAN - MILLLER - WALLACEK -+« INC.
ARCHITECTURE *r ENGINEERING - PLANNING -CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT
326 SOUTH BROADWAY - LEXINGTON, KENTUCKY 420508 - 6068-2565-0738
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE ILLINHOLS
MAY 22 1978

Date Entered

Name Location
Roy, John, Site Adams County

/ Christian Hill Historic District Alton
/ Madison County
Hennepin Canal Historic District Hennepin vicinity
Bursau, Henry and Whiteside
Counties

Also Notified
Honorable Adlai E. Stevenson

Honorable Charles H. Percy State Historic Preservation Officer
Honorable Paul Findley Mr. David Kenney

Honmorable Robert H. Michel Director, Department of Conservation
Honorable Tom Railsback 602 State Office Building

f 400 South Spring Street
{ NR Mott/bjr 5/31/78 : Springfield, Illinois 62706



HARRY N. SCHWEPPE, JR.
200 PROSPECT STREET

ALTON, ILLINOIS 62002 /l

APR 5 1990

April 3, 1990

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation
Suite 809

1100 Pennsylvania Ave.

Washington, D.C. 20240

Gentlemen:

RE: 'Christian HildnHistoricgDistricht
City of Altorm,  Iirrnoes
County of Madison
Congressional District No. 21

Please provide me with all available information in regard
to the above named Historic District which has been
registered with your office and entered into the Registry
around 1977. Furnish me with a copy of the original
nomination forms, letters of notification of registry, and
any and all updates or amendments to registry data.

I will be happy to pay any reasonable expenses up to $250 to
receive copies of the information you have on file. Please
advise me as early as possible of the gvailability of such
data.

Mos incerely,

Harry N. Schweppe, Jr.
HNS: kkv
ce: The Honorable Jerry Costello
United States House of Representatives

315 Cannon Bldg.
Washington, D. C. 20515-1321
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NATIONAL REGISTER DATA SHEET

()NAME as it appears on federal register:
Christian Hill Historic District

®OTHER NAMES:

ate of entr count code:
iy 22 19 @

119

(5 LOCATION street & number city / town vieinity of state county @NPS REGION:
roughly bounded by (over) Alton IL Madison MW
0 OWNER [JPRIVATE [JSTATE [IMUNICIPAL ICOUNTY XIMULTIFLE [JFEDERAL(agency name) 2 @ADMINISTRATOR:
OnNo 1®CONGRESS DISTRICT 20th I@SOURCE of NOMINATION kg STATE (3 FEDERAL

if state who prepared form?

®) ExISTING SURVEYS OIHABS OJHAER COINHL|@0) FunDED? DS

OJLocaL _ CIPRIVATE ORGANIZATION

@ CONDITION Ddeteriorated Oaltered

—

Doriginal site |@@features: _ (JSUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-1

TS,

Oexcellent Oruins Ounaltered Omoved EONOT INTACT-O 2[] NOT INTACT-O gCJNUT INTACT - O
Ogood Dunexposed Oreconstructed Dunknown W) UNKNOWN -4 WO UNKNOWN -5 SO UNKNOWN -6
Dfair Dunexcavated Dexcavated 2 NOT APPLICABLE=7 WO NOT APPLICABLE-8 & O NOT APPLICABLE- 9

o O SUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-2 %DSUBSTANTIMLY INTACT-3

@ACCESS [JYES-Restricted []YES =Unrestricted [0 No Access [JUnknown LMMPHVE use OJYES DNU—[@

savep? Dves | o

S PROPERTY A HISTORIC DISTRICT? Jyes(Ino

]@cuums: explain

€) AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE : O ENGINEERING = 11 T3 LANDSCAPE ARCH.- 15  [JPOLITICS/GOVT." 21 CJRECREATION -28 S
CIARCHEOLOGY = prehistoric-2 () COMMERCE -6 O ENTERTAINMENT-26 O LAW= 15 (] RELIGION- 22 O SETTLEMENT-29 -
CIARCHEOLOGY= historic-1 (3 COMMUNICATIONS -7 (JEXPLORATION-12 O3 LITERATURE=17 O SCIENCE- 23 03 URBAN PLANNING-31 | « g1dest’ O
[J AGRICULTURE -3 [ CONSERVATION=-8 O HEALTH=27 [J MILITARY = 18 (3 SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN=24 [ OTHER (SPECIFY)
OO ARCHITECTURE=-4 OJ ECONOMICS=9 ) INDUSTRY=13 O MusIc-19 [J SOCIAL 7/ CULTURAL=30 ‘only’ 0O
0O ART=5 (0 EDUCATION=10 OO INVENTION =14 [ PHILOSOPHY = 20 [ TRANSPORTATION =25
@functions @ dates of initial construction: El’;’;b%ug,'l‘gx"
WHEN HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT: major alterations :
CURRENTLY: historic events:
@garchitectural style(s): @architect: @master builder: @engineer:
@la.ndscape architect s garden designer: @interior decorator: @ artist: @artisan: @builder/contractor:

@NAMES give role & date
PERSONAL:

EVENTS *

INSTITUTIONAL:

@NATIONAL REGISTER WRITE-UP

reviewers initiais date RN L U |- ADDITIONAL SPACE NEEDED, NUMBERZ PUT ON REVERSE




Broadwav, Belle, 7th, Cliff, Bluff and State Sts. (both sides)



